2826 Phillips River.

Amendment passed; the clanse as
amended agreed to.

Clause 177 —agreed to.

Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 932 o'clock,
until the next day.

Legistatibe Hssembly,
Tuesday, 13th November, 1906.
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Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
430 o'clock p.m.

Prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Treasurer: 1, Report of
Uuiversity Endowment Trustees. 2, He-
port of Aceclimatisation Committee for
half-year.

By the PreMIER: Report of Fremantle
Harbour Trust Commissiovers for half-
year.

QUESTION—PHILLIPS RIVER RAIL-
WAY PROJECT.

Mr. HOLMAN, without notice, asked
the Premicr: Will he place on the table
a copy of the letter sent to England, and
other correspondence, with reference to
Mr Kaufman's statement about the pro-
posed railway to Phillips River P

Tae PREMIER replied: Yes.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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BILLS—FIRST READING.

Roads and Streets Closure, introduced
by the PrEMIER.

Loan (£2467,000), introduced by the
TREASURER.

BILL—FEDERATION REFERENDUM.
A8 TO WITHDRAWAL.

" Me. F. MONGER (York) moved—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill.

Mr. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill): I
ask your ruling, Mr. Speaker, whether
the motion by the mewber for York is in
order 7 Standing order No. 387 pro-
vides:—

It shall not be competent for a private
member to move the House into a Committee
of Supply or of Ways and Moans, nor into a
Committes of the whole House, for imposing
any tax, indent, or impost, nor shall it be
competent for a private member in any such
Committee to propose increases on the amounts
proposed therein.

The hon. mewber will have to move

the House into Committee, in con-
tinuation of his motion. I should
like to refer also to a ruling of

a Speaker of this House, Sir James
Lee Steere, on the 29th November,
1900, on & motion by Mr. Vosper that
provision be made on the Estimates for
a vote for the enconragement of prospect-
ing :—

The Sresager regretted tbat he had over-

looked the wording of this inotion, or he would
not have allowed it to be moved in its present
forin, hecause it propesed a direct smmn to be
placed on the Estimates; and it was not in
the power of a private member to bring for-
ward such a motion as that,
I submit that this motion will involve
the placing of a sum on the Estimates in
order to carry our its purpose, and is
therefore out of order.

Mgr. SPEAEER : The observations of
May, under the heading ‘ Bills creating
a Charge,” are as follow:—

When the main object of a Bill is the
creation of a public charge, resort must be
had to this procedure before the Bill is intro-
duced; and upon the report of the resolution
of the Committee of the whole House thereon,
the Bill is ordered to he brought in. If the
charge created by a Bill isa subsidiary feature
therein, resulting from the provisions it con-
tains, the royal recommendation and pre-
liminary Committeeare not needed in the first
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instance, and the Bill iz bronght in on motion.
But before the clanses and provisions for the
creation of incidental charges can be con-
sidered by a Committee on the Bill, those
clauses and provisions must be sanctioned by
the resolution of a Committee appointed upen
the recommendation of the Crown and agreed
to by the House; and in tbe presentation
copies of the Bill, the clauses and provisions
which create those charges are printed in
italics, to mark that they do not form part of
the Bill, and that no question can be proposed
thereon unless vitality has been imparted
to those provisions by a Cummittee resoln-
tion; and amendments to Bills which are
not thus sanctioned are mot proposed from
the Chair, or, if agreed to inadvertently, are
cancelled, The Speaker also has declined, in
like manner, to put the question on an amend-
ment which would have varied the incidence
of taxation.

In these circumstances the Standing
Orders do not yet come into force; that
is to say until the Committee stage is
reached it is quite within the province of
any member to move so far as the hon.
member now seeks to go. Bul before
going into Commitfee a message from the
Governor will necessarilv have to be
introdoced. T rule that the hon. member
" is entitled to proceed as he now proposes,
up to the Committee stage. Members
will note it is provided in the passage
quoted from May that those clauses or
provisions which deal with taxation must
necessarily be printed in ifalics, and
therefore will not have any foree until a
pessage from the Governor precedes the
Committee stage.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. N. J. Moore) :
I take it, then, the only means of getting
the Bill into Committee is to bring down
a message from the Governor, and that it
is not necessary for the Government to
announce their attitude until the second-
reading stage has been reached.

Tue SPEAEKER: 8o long as a mes-
sage is received from the Governor prior
to the Committee stage, the Bill can take
its course; but without a message frora
the Governor it cannot go beyond the
second reading. The Government need
not necessarily say now that they intend
to procure o message. It is quite within
the province of the mover (Mr. Monger),
if be thinks the Governor will grant him
a message of that wature, to ask for a
message; but such a course would cer-
tainly be contrary to any precedent in this
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. relevant at this stage of the Bill.
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House. The rule is for the Government
to bring in messages of that nature, and
therefore the hon. member must trust to
what the Governmeut may do to assist
in the passage of his Bill through the
House.

M=. H. E BOLTON (North Fre-
mantle) : [ should like your ruling, Mr.
Speaker, as to whether I shoold be in
order in placing on the Notice Paper an
amendment providing for a referendum
to the whole of the electors of Western
Austrulia qualified to vote at elections
for nembers of the Legislative Assembly,
on the question of the abolition of the
Upper Chamber. .

Tue SPEAKER: That would be ir.
The
hon. member can at a luter stage give
notice of any amendment which is rele-
vant to the measure. Farther than that
it is quite within the right of any
member to raise any objection to the in-
troduction of this measure. The motion
for the first reading cannot be debated,
but this motion is open to debate. The
question is that leave be given to intro-
duoce the Bill

Mr. BATH: The point I desired
your ruling on was the right of a private
member to introduce a Bill which im-
poses a charge upon the public revenue.
The ruling a previous Speaker gave when
a motion was moved by Mr. Vosper was
that it was not within the provineceof a
member to move such a motion. 1 will
quote May on this question. It is
stated on page 527—

Every motion which in any way creates a
charge npon the public revenue must receive
the recommendation of the Crown before it
can be entertained by the House,

Agailn it states—

A petition praying divestly or indirectly for
an advance of public money or for a charge
upou the revenues will only be received if
recommended by the Crown.

On page 530 it says—

The principle that the sanction of the Crown
must be given to every grant of money drawn
from the public revenue applies equaliy to the
taxzation levied to provide that revenue. No
motion can therefore be made to impose a tax
save by a Minister of the Crown, unless such
tax be in substitution, by way of equivalent
for taxation at that moment submitted to the
coneideration of Parliament.
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The one is oo a par with the other. No
motion therefore can be moved which
imposes a tux, save By a Minister of the
Crown. I submit that the member for
York, being a private member, caonot
introduce this motion. In giving leave
to the member to introduce the motion
we are enterfaining it. On page 532 of
May it provides that the principle of
taxation applies equally, and the motion
cannot be moved except by & Minister of
the Crown. ln carrying out that ruling,
the previous Speaker stated that it was
not within the power of a private mem-
ber to bring forward a wmotion that
would impose a charge on the public
revenue.

Me. SPEAKER: I rule that the
passing of this motion and the motion
for the second reading of the Bill have no
force until & message, which the member
or one of the Ministers would have the
right to bring forward if thought fit, has
been brought forward. There will be no
charge on the taxation of the country
until we reach the Committee stage.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH: 1 think we
ought to have .an assurance from the
Government of their intention whether
they intend to support the motion before
we proceed with it. If the Government
do not intend to assist the hon. member,
-what is the use of proceeding with the
motion 7 But if they intend {o assist the
hon. member in obtaining a message,
then the motion is debatable.

Me. SPEAKER: That is a matter in
the hands of the Government.

Tae PREMIER: I understand the
hon. member is not desirous of knowing
what the Government intend to do until
he has advanced certain arguments in
his second-reading speech. I did in-
terd to make a statement in regard to
this matter. 1 understood this would be
a purely formal stage, and that it was
perfectly competent at a later stage for
the Gooverpment to make an anuounce-
ment as to their intentions in regard to
this matter.

Mr. WALKER.: I haveno desire to op-
pose the hou. member’s Bill; buta motion
that is informal at uny stage is informal
ab initio. If the member is out of order
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now, a8 he is I submit without a mes-
sage and without a promise from the
Government to obtain a inessage for him,
it is no use proceeding with the motion;
and the confitence we may have in
debating the matter all depends on the
Bill being in order throughout all its
stages. If at any stage it cun be thrown
out, all our efforts will be futile. Speak-
ing for myself, I desire to expend no
energy and to have no waste of time on u
measure that may be utterly frivolous;
that is, which may comme to nothing. If
the Government intend to support the
Bill, that way alter the attitude of
members towards it; but if we are to
have a debate such as may be brought
before a debating society, and that it is
not intended the Bill should become law,
ar that it shall become law at the change
of mind of the Government at any stage,
uil the expenditure of energy by members
is waste of time. At this stage we ought
to knmow if the Government will or will
not introduce the necessary message,
because this matter ought to be in order
now, and it canoot be until a message is
brought forward.

Tae PREMIER : I take it the ruling
is that at the prezent time the motion is
in order. On many occasions a message
is not brought down until the second.
reading stage of the Bill. I have said
that I intended making a statement; but
the mover is desirous of making his
gecond-reading speech on this matter,
and I am prepared to hold over the
statement I bave to make until the hon.
member has made his speech.

Me. WaLger: There ought not to be
any second-reading speech until the mes-
sage i8 bronght down,

Ture PREMIER: But a pessage is
often brought down after a second-
reading speech has been made.

Mr. SPEAEKER : Perhaps the member
for Kanowna did not hear the passage
which I quoted from May ; if not, I will
read it again. May's decision is that
this motion is in order up to the Com-
mittee stage without a message. With
that stage we cannot proceed without a
mesgage, It does not matter to the
‘House or to me how the message comes,
so lung as it comes into my hands. As
long as I have been in Parliament it has
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been the custom for a Minister to bring
a message from the Governor, and until
wo reach Lhe stage when it is pecessary
for that message to be brought down,
this motion will have no force or vitality.
As the member for Eanowna has said,
perhaps some time will belost to the
House; but all T am here for is to give
my ruling, and I have given it, and T am
prepared to substantiate it by quoting
trom May.

M=r. WarLker: I have koown mapy
Bille to be ruled out of order at their
initiative,

Me. SPEAKER: I must put the
question, that leave be given to introduce
the Bill.

Question passed on the voices.

RBill introduced, and read a first time.

BILL—LAND TAX ASSESSMENT.
COUNCIL'S SUGGESTED AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Council having re-
turned the Bill to the Assembly with
amendments suggested to be made in
gix of the clauses, and the order of the
day being read for consideration of the
megsage—

Tre TREASURER (Hon. Frank Wil-
son) said: I wish to inform the House
that it is my intention, when in Com-
mittee, to submit 2 motion for a request
to the Legislative Council for a confer-
ence on Message No. 25. The Land Tax
Assessment Bill as passed by this House
and transmitted to another place has
now come back with several sugpgested
amendments. The Bill having passed
this House may be considered to emibody
the opinions of a majority of the mem-
bers of this Chamber, and to have passed
out of the region of party politics. Some
of the amendments suggested by the
Council are such I venture to say as a
majority of the members of this House
would not be prepared to agree to. I
farther venture the opinion that it is the
desire of members of this House to see
the Bill passed into law as nearly as pos-
gible in the form in which it left this
Chamber. T have every reason for believ-
ing that the Legislative Council will agree
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to the holding of a conference, this being
_ mecessary 1o give way on certain points.

the constitutional method for endeavour-
ing to overcome difficulties which may
arise between the two Chambers in re-
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gard to proposed legislation. The mana-
gers to be appointed should go to the
conference without having come to any
bard and fast conclusions, in order that
they may be able to vegotiate and I hope
obtain terms which will be acceptable to
this House. When the report of the
managers is afterwards submitted to this
House, members will of course be fully
at liberty to deal with the report as they
deem fit in the best interests of the
Stafe; but 1 venture to suggest that if
the report be at all unanimously agreed
to by the mabagers, it will be well for
this House to accept that report. On
these grounds I move—

That Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair, for
the purpose of going into Committee to con-

gider Message No. 25 from the Legislative
Council.

Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Tae TREASURER muved—

That a conference be requested with the
Legislative Council on a Bill for an Act regu-
lating the Assessment of T.and for the pur-
poses of Laxation ; and that at such conference
the managers for the Legislative Assemnbly
consist of the five following members: The
member for Banbury (Hon. N. J. Moore), the
member for Katanning (Hon. ¥. H. Piesse),
the member for Brown Hili (Mr. Bath), the
member for [vanhoe (Mr. Scaddan), and the
Treasurer (Hon. Frank Wilson) as mover.

M=. BATH: The procedure now pro-
posed was rather wusatisfactorv, and a
departare froin the procedure adopied
previously. This House had been accus-
foned to consider amendments made by
the Legislative Council, and had either
agreed to or dissented from them. Was
this motion in order, in requesting a con-
ference before the coumnsideration of the
amendmenis by this House ?

Tue CHATRMAN (Mr. Illingworth):
The procedure was not regular; it was
not what we had heen accustomred 1o in
this House; but it was within the
Standing Orders for the Minister or
member in charge of a Bill v move fora
conference at any stage.

Tae PREMIER: The reason for pro-
posing the conference prior to discussion
was in order that the wmunagers might
have a free hand, and thus be enabled if

IE, however, certain of the amendments

. were accepted by this House in Com-
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mittee and others were rejected, the man-
agers for this House might then not be
able to give way on certain points. If cer-
tainof the amend ments were accepted here
and others rejected, this House would have
come dewn to bedreck as to what this
House would be prepared to aceept; con-
sequently when the manpagers for this
House met the other managers in con.
ference, our managers wight not be able
to give way on certain amendments.
There were certain of the amendments on
which he was prepared to give way; but
on one amendment he was personally not
prepared to give way, that was as to the
time limit for exemnptions on conditional
purchases.

M=r. Borron : Then it was to be a one-
sided conference.

Tae PREMIER: No. The mubagers
for this House would have a free hand,
but should endeavour to have the Bill
ultimately carried as nearly as possiblein
the form in which it left this House, irre-
spective of party or individual opinions.
We lLad arrived at a stage when the Bill
bad passed out of the region of party
politics, and it was our duty now to get
the measure passed as nearly as we could
in the form as we had sent it to the
Couneil.

M=. BATH : The proposal would pl'lce
some¢ of the members proposed as
managers in an invidious position, be.
cause the amendment made by another
plave having rendered the Bill infinitely
more acceptable to himself, for instance,
he would have to support the amend-
ments.

Trr PreMIER: The amem‘lmouts had
been suggested merely for the purpose of
throwing out the Bill.

Mg. BATH: Now the hon. member
was imputing motives to members of
another place. Were he (Mr. Bath)
sent ag a manager, he would have either
to be false to this House which sent him
to the conference, or be false to principles
he had given expression to when the Bill
was before this Chamber, No reasons
had been advanced for departing from
the procedure hitherto followed when
Bills were sent back to this House with
amendments, which hitherto were con-
sidered by this House in Committee and
either agreed to or dissented from. If
then another place insisted on its amend-
ments, the Bill came back.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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THE TrEASURER : In this case another
place could not insist on amendments: it
could merely request.

Mr. BATH: Then, as he was saying,
we had a last opportunity of deciding
whether to accept theamendments or lose
the Bill, and then wguld be the time to
consider the advisability of a conference.
The Legislative Council had not exceeded
its right in making this request; hence
there could be no question of preserving
the rights and privileges of this Chamber.
If the Council desired to go beyond its
powers he would be one of the first to
protect the rights of this Assembly
against infringement ; but seeing that the
Council bad only ezercised its due
rights and powers, he did not feel
inclined to break his principles and assist
the Governwnentin carrying their particu-
lar views. He thought the amendments
made the Bill more acceptable, and he
felt more inclined to accept them. Abave
all, if in order to make a fight we selected
ground which did not give us a good
basis for fighting, we had not the same
arguments with which to fight another
place at a time when perhaps the Council
had exceeded its rights snd privileges.
In the circumstances he opposed the
motion,

Mr. WALKER: There was great
danger in this departure. He questioned
whether the Premier and the Treasurer,
after reflecting on the course they had
proposed, would not come to the conclu-
sion that they were stultifving the
Asgembly. How did they know that all
these amendments would not be ac-
cepted?  They had no right to presume
that every member‘of the Committee was
at one with the Government; because on
more mature consideration, the watter
having been debated in another Chamber,
and after having read the debates
that took place in another place, it
was quite possible that members might
feel more inclived to agree to the
amendments requested by the Coun-
cil. At all events the conference must be
un dernier ressort, the last step to take
after the points of absolute disagreement
between the two Houses had been stated.
Until then, how could we know clearly
the relations of the two Cbhambers? By
the procedure of Parliament we were im-
peratively bound to exhaust every means
of coming to terms before suggesting a
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conference. The procedure suggested by !
the Premier stultified the Assembly
altogether,

Tue Premier: Jhese amendments
had come from another place at a period
different from the usual, this being a
Money Bill.

Me. WALKER : That did not enter
the question. We had not as vet ex-
hausted all other means of coming tn
terms. The Committee had not shown
what amendments wouid be agreed to.
How could any manager presnme to be
in cognisance with what every member
of this Committee thought in regard to
the Council’s amendments? [t was
impossible. Moreover, from what the
Premicr said, we were humbling the
Assembly. The Premier made out that
if we went to this conference without
debate we would capture the Council, or
that the Council's managers would he
wore inclined to listen to us. What was
the object in going now ? Because we
bad said nothing, and the Counci
managers might be more mclined to
listen to us, Thal was the opinion of
‘the Premier. It was unwarranted for
the Pramier to arrive at such a conclu-
sion.

Ture PreExier: There was a precedent
for the step suggesied in the conference
that took place in regard to the Redistri-
buticn of Seats Bill.

Mr. Hormaxn: No; evervthing was
exhausted then.

Mr. WALKER : The Premier's ohject
was that the Assembly should o to the
haughty ford in order fo get some cou-
cession, and should not say one word, but
should be quiet. In the case of the
Redistribution of Seats Bill the then
Premier, Mr. Walter James, in moving
for managers to be appointed, puinted
out that the Assembly had before them
the views of the Council and the amend-
ments which the Council considered
should be iosisted on, DMr. James
saidl he helieved the House was not
prepared to aceept all the amend-
ments. Every course was tuken to
exhaust the question. A debate pro-
ceeded on the return of the Bill with
amendments ; the amendments were
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sent back another time, and again the |
Council sent back a message insisting on |
its amendments. It was reasonable then |
to hold a conference; but here we sug-

Bill, Amendments. 2831

gested nothing. We simply, out of
servility, were to send managers; we were
to cease performing our functions as rep-
resentatives of the people in the presence
of the other Chamber. He had no desire
to speak disrespectfully of the Counecil,
but we must retain our rights. Weshould
not, without consulting the Committee
and without saying a word, go to another
Chamber cap-in-hand ; we should not go,
sandals removed, to the holy of halies
to get some slight consideration. That
would be the wrong attitude to take up.
It was a dangerous action we were enter-
ing on, and on that consideration alone
we should not rush into a matter of this
importance. If we set a precedent of
this kind we should always be at the
merey of the Council, instead of the
Council being on an equality with us.
The Assembly represented the popular
will, and he for one would not submit to
the scorns the public would have a right
to inflict upon him if he renounced his
duties a8 a representative of the popular
will, and had ne word to say in order that
we might get some slight concession
from the Legislative Conneil. Reason
should govern the land, and if we could
not by reason and justice maintain our
position, then we should give way to '
those who were more reasonable und just.
We must also insist on the point raised
by the [eader of the Opposition, that we
were forcing men to go to that confer-
ence who mwight entively frustrate the
object of the motion. If the Leader of
the Opposition and the member for Ivan-
hoe were sent as managers, they would
support the Council's amendments.

THe Premier: Then they would sup- -
port the Council. They would accept the
amendmnents.

Mr. WALKER : That was the point.
Tt had just begun to dawn on the
Premier. We should first of all sve
whether the Committee would accept the
amendments.  The Premier should first
consult this Committer, and when the
Committee took a definite stand, if we
could npot agree with the Council's
amendments, it was time to come toa
compromise. .

Twe Prexier: There wounld be nothing
te confer upon then.

Mz. WALEKER : There was everything
to confer about. If the Assembly took
one position and the Council another,
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there were two points of variance; but if
we asked members who agreed to the
Upper House amendments to go to the
couference, there would be nothing to
confer upon. The Committee should
take a definite stand and say “ These are
the points at issue,” and on those points
at 1saue the conference should take place.
That was the sensible way and the old
way of dving business as the Constitution
provided, and we should adopt it if we
did not wish Parliament to be run hap-
hazard aceording to the will that might
spasmodically seize the frovernment
benches.

Tue CHAIRMAN : Clavse 48 of the
Constitution Act Amendment Act 1899
said :— :

In the case of a proposed Bill which accord-
ing to law wust have originated in the Legis-
lative Assembly, the Legislative Council may
at any stage return it to the Legislative
Assembly with a message requesting the
omission or amendment of any items or pro-
visions therein ; and the Legislative Assembly
may, if it thinks fit, make such omissions and
amendments or any of them with or without
modifications.

On an ordinary Bill, clearly the course
suggested by the member for Kanowna
was the correct one; but we were dealing
" with a Bill at a stage which, according to
our Constitution Act, differed materially
from the practice of the British House of
Commons. The decision of the British
House of Commons was absolutely final
on 3 Money Bill; but in our Censtitution
we had introduced a section which per-
mitted the Legislative Council to send, at
any stage, a message requesting that cer-
taln alterations be made in the Bill
There was no precedent and no procedure
laid down as to the order in which we
should deal with a question at this stage.
Tt seemed to him (the Chairman) that it
would be better, if he might express an
opinion, to follow in this case the same
course as was taken with ordinary Bills;
but that was for the Committee to decide.
There was no procedure laid down. This
section of our Constitution Act did not
form part of the practice of the British
House of Commons; consequently there
could be no precedents from that source
to guide us, and we had no precedent
here because the point had not been
raised before. The Cowmittee might
take thesordinary course to consider the
amendments, return them to the Legis-
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lative Council, and await their decision
before we appointed managers to u con-
ference.

" Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for Kanowna had said much
aboat the rights of the Assembly, but in
the whole of his speech one had not heard
the hon. member point out in the slightest
degree how we were infringing the rights
of this House. He (the Minister) under-
stood that managers sent to a conference
went absolutely as free agents, and all
they could do after conferring was to
bring down recommendations to the
several Chambers, He did not think it
would be very derogatory on members
opposite to have to meet members of the
Leyislative Council. He could not see
how it would affect the privileges of the
House.

Mer. WarLker: There was a complete
sacrifice of digoity.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member said that we would be
abrogating certain rights.

Me. WarLker: It would he humiliat-
ing.
Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: One
did not see where it carue ie. Not only
the Governmeni. but members opposite
were anxious that the Bili should pass
into law. It was not always possible in
connection with new measures to obtain
all one desired. Legislation had fre-
quently to be carried in a spirit of com-
promise. The Government thought it
wise 10 arrange for members drawn from
hoth sides of this House to meet mem-
bers from another place in conference to
ascertain if a compromise were possible
in this case.

Mg, WaLker: Why not first have a
conference between the Opposition and
the Government ?

Tae MINISTER: The Bill had been
debated here at great length, and when
it left this Chamber the voice of the
House had been clearly expressed in con-
nection with those clauses. The proposal
to hol a conference was not in the slight-
est sense abrogating the rights, privileges,
or prerogatives of this House. Believing
there was a genuine desire on the part of
members that the Bill should become
law, he urged the Committee to agree to
to the proposed conference.

Mz. FOULKES: Although, a& pointed
out by the Chairman, there was no pre-
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cedent on which to act in this case, he

well remembered that in the sessions of
1892.3-4 lengthy discussions iook place
in the Tegislative Assembly on the
question as tu the advisability of discon-
timuing the grants-in-aid to denomina-

tional schools ; und although nov Bill was !

necessary to deal with that matrer, the
grants being included in the Annual
Estimates, it was agreed that though this
was essentially a financial matter, a com-
mittee from each House should be ap-
pointed to jointly discuss the question.
That was done, with the result that a
wmodus vivendi was arranged under which
a lump sum was voled to the denomina-
tional schools, and the grants were dis-
continued. The present proposal for
a conference was simply a short cut to a
settlement, and there was no real objec-
tion to the course.

Tue PREMIER: At this stage it
might not be inopportune to quote the
remarks of the Leader of the Opposition
on a previous occasion. [Extract from
Hansard read, showing that in speaking
on a proposal to appoinf managers toa
conference in December 1903, to consider
certain amendments desired by the Coun-
¢l in the Redistribution of Seats Bill,
Mr. Bath argued that the Standing
Orders having provided a means for
settlement of disagreements between the
Houses by means of a conference, it was
the duty of the House to take advantage
of that means after every other constitu-
tional means had been tried and failed.]
Mr. Hastie, on the same. occasion, also
supported the appointment of managers
to the conference on similar grounds.
The reason for proposing the conference
on the preseut vccasion instead of later
was that the mapagers from this House
would be in a position to meet the
managers from another place with a free
hand, and be able to give way if need be
on one or two points, whereas if the
Council's suggested amendments were
first considered by this House and bed-
rock was reached, those managers would
not he able to give way in regard to pro-
visions which this House was determined
to maintain. Members who desired to
see the Bill passed into law should support
the motion.

Me. BUTCHER: The member for
Claremont and the Premier had both
kept as far as possible from the guestion.
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During his parliamentarv experience
there had been many disagreements be-
tween the two Houses. On all such
occitsions the procedury followed was to
consider the amendments aud either agree
to or dissent from them; and only asa
last resource was a conference availed of,
in order to sec if there was any means of
arriving at a settlement rather than lose
the Bill. The present proposal, if not
irregular, was very close to being se.

Tue Premier: In those cases, the
amendments came back after the Council
had read the Bill a third time. That
stage was not vet reached in this case.

Mr. BUTCHER: Then we shounld
huve measures brought in that we knew
would he agreed to. TUntil that course
was adopted, the rights and privileges of
this House should be maintained. This
Committee had every right to discuss the
suggested amendments, but the Govern-
ment were evidently afraid they would be
accepted here. Some of them hestrongiy
favoured, &nd would vote against those
of which he disapproved.

Tae Premier: The hon. member dis-
approved of the Bill.

Me. BUTCHER: Wo; but he wouid
support certain amendments which would
save the Bill. The Bill would probably
L knocked out by the conference. Per-
hups that was what the Premier wanted,
1f g0, why did not the Government allow
the House to wreck the Bill in the first
instance ?

Mgz. BATH : The Premier should have
quoted fairly the debate in 1908, when
the protedure now recommended by the
Opposition was adopted; for another
place returned the Bill with amendments
to the Assembly, which disagreed and
gave reasons, and another place then
insisted on the amendments. The As-
sembly had the choice of accepting the
amendments, losing the Bill, or holdinga
conference. He (Mr. Bath) supported
the latter proposal as a last resort. But
now we had pot exbausted the regular
procedure, therefore he wounld not pre-
maturely agree to appointing managers.

Tae TREASURER: The Committee
would have full opportunity of discussing
the suggested amendments wheo the con-
ference veported.

Mr. Warzer: We claimed the right
to agree or disagree now.
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Tue TREASURER: This was not an
ordinary Bill such as the Redistribution
of Seats Bill in 1903, which pussed all its
stages in another place and was returned
to us with certain amendments. This
wias a Money Bill which had not yet
reached its third reading in the Couneil,
and that House now asked us to concur
in certain suggestions. If we counsidered
and rejected the amendiments, the Couneil
would not send down a farther request,
but would proceed to the third reading
stage, when the Bill would probably be
lost. If members wished to see the Bill
lost—[Mr. WaLker: More threats}—
no ; the Bill was now outside of party
politics, for it embodied the opinions of
the Assembly. The measure was vital;
hence we were justified in adopting any
constibutional means to an amicable
seitlement. In adopting such means
there could he no loss of dignity. Mem-
bers could discuss the report when
submitted. Oppositionists seized every
opportunity of dealing a blow at the
Government, and of altering a Bill
carried here by a majority. Let us
stand by the decision we had arrived at
and agree to this reasonable wmotion, in
order that the Bill as it now stood, or
with the least possible alteration, might
become law.

Mr. WALKER: The Treasurer was
hopelessly illogical, First he asked the
Committee to stand by what they had
done, and secondly to send managers
from this House to see how much or bow
little they could alter what we had done.
If, as he said, we could discuss every
clanse of the Bill after the couference,
what barm could there be in an imme-
diate discussion P Was not now the
proper time ?  Why vary the usual
order ? If suggesting amendments were
wrecking the Bill, would mnot the
suggested amendments and alterations of
the managers have the same effect? The
managers could not go to a conference
without directions from the House.
We could not appoint irresponsible
mavugers. Another place suggested over
a dozen amendments. Perhaps the
Committee might agree to nine, leaving
say three to discuss. How foolish
for the managers not to know whether
the . Assembly would agree to any of
the amendments. This might produce
w deadlock which could be avoided
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if the amendments were fivst discussed,
and would place the Committee, the
managers, aud the Council in u false
posilion, altogether contrary to constitu-
tional precedent.  We musi not abregate
our right to tell the Upper House which
amendments were disagreed to. These
would then be the only amendments
which the wmabagers would take up.
They might have to discuss ouly one
point of difference instead of a dozen.
Why depurt from every precedent set in
this Hoase? Silence was enjoined on
members lest we frighten the timid doves
in another place. We were acting as if
another place managed evervihing and
the Assembly was dumb. Why adopt a
special course in this case?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The Standing Orders provided for a
situation sucli as that now presented to
members, permitting the Government to
take the course proposed. The Govern-
ment were within their right in taking
this action.

Tee CHAIRMAN: The duty of the
Asgembly was to make the amendments
or refuse to make them ; but where there
wag no law, there could be no trans-
gression, thervefore he could not rule the
motion out of order. He had given his
advice ; that was as far as he could go.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Were members to understand there was
no Standing Order that permitted a con-
ference betwween the two Houses at any
stage ?

Tae CHAIRMAN: This was a
peculiar position. Power was given to
the Legislative Council to return a Bill
at any stage for amendment. The As-
sembly could accept or refuse to aceept
the snggestions. In this case it was
impossible for the Council to insist on
their amendments; they had exhaunsted
their powers under Section 46 of the
Constitution Act. In the absence of any
rule, it was desirable to adapt the practice
followed 1n the case of u disagreement,

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Then this procedure was not ruled ont of
order ?

Tur CHATRMAN: That could not be
done.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
As long as the Government were not out
of order in the procedure adopted, the
Government were Justified in taking what
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steps they thought best to bring about an

[13 NoveMBER, 1906.]

understinding between the two Houses, |

It was suggested by some members that

the Assembly were altogether a superior °

budy to the Upper House in dealing with
o Money Bill. Iun the opinion of most
wembers here, that might be the case.

But the Constitution recoguised the right |

of the otber House on questions such as
this to express an opinion, and they had
done so. The Assembly on the other
hand had passed a Bill affirming a great
principle.

Mz. WaLger: We had aot considered
the amendments.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
This House had passed a Bill con-
taining a principle which many valued
highly, and we desired to see that
principle become law.  For reasons which
some could guess, certain amendments
had been made to the Bill by anocther
place, and there were those in this
Chamber who for some reason or another
desired to insist on those amendments.
He did not appeal to those who disliked

the measure and regretted its introduc- !
tion, for if he (the Minister) Lelieved .

ag those members did, he would take
every possible opportunity to wreck the
measure; but he appealed to all those
who believed in the principle of the Bill.

Mr. WaLger: And believed in the
amendments.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
was difficult to get everything we wished
at one fell swoop. Generally in reforms
a step was taken ata time, and the fuct
that we had approved of a tax on unim-
proved land values was a step in the
right direction, and he suggested to those
who believed in the privciple that they
should do nothing which might. jeopardise
the measure.

Mr. Jounson: The Minister was not
justified in saying any other action would
jeopardise the measure,

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The present moment was opportune for a
conference. If we discussed the amend-
ments here and it was subsequently
determined to meet another place in
conference, it would be well known the
limit to which the wanagers from this
House would go. It might smt the
member for Gascoyne to know to what
limit the Government were prepared to

— —— =
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go, but it would not suit the Govern-
went.

Tae CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not charge a mwember with an
attempl te wreek the Bill,

Twe MINISTER FOR WORKS apolo-
gised if he bad said anything out of
order. It was admitted the time would
come when a conference might be desir-
able. If two private individuals dis-
agreed on some matter, but on the main
principle they were in agreement, it
would be most unusual for these indi-
viduals to first of all publish the exact
limits of compromise to which they were
prepared to go. If they desired to arrive
at a settlement, they would weet one
another to bring about some result.
Before stating the limits of the con-
cessions which eitber side was prepared
to make, they would meet together and
discuss the question. That was pretty
much the position in which we found
ourselves to-day. The member for
Kanowna said that definite issues were
always stated. When the Bill left this
House for another place it contained an
cxpression of opinion which was agree-
able to a majority of the memhers, and
the amendments made by another place
indicated the general opinion of the
Council. In these circumstances what
reason was there for consideration as far
us the two Houses were concerned ?

Mer. WaLkEr: We had had no ex-
pression of opinion on the amendments,

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendwments in principle had been dis-
cussed when the Bill was in Committee,
and a decision was come to. If we
wanted practical results, now was the
time for a compromise. It would then be
vpen for members to consider the results
at which the conference arrived and to
abide by them or to farther amend them.
He appealed to members who desired to
see the Bill become law to assist the
(Government in obtaining the conference.
It could do no harm.

Mr. GULL had supported the Land
Tax Assessment Bill because he realised
the country wanted revenue; but from
the beginning be took up the position that
as it was a revenue tax there should be
no exemptions, and now that these
amendments came from another place he
contended that members of another place
were equally with us in saying whether
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the tax should be for revenue purposes
or whether as some wmembers suggested
it was for bursting up large estates. If
the House accepted the amendments we
gave the Treasurer more revenue than
was anticipated. He could not see why
we should have a conference mow. It
was 4 weak move,

Mr. BOLTON : Tt was absurd to sug-
gest a conference at this stage, because
the Government would nowinate five
members from this Chamber, three from
one side who would be guite as obstivate
in their opinion as the two appointed
from the Opposition side. The managers
from another place would necessarily be
nominated by the Leader of the House,
who was a wmember of the Ministry.
This was the proper place to find out the
feeling of the Committee towards the
amendments, The Premier had said
there was one amendwent to which he
could not agree, inferring that he was
prepared to agree to all the other amend.-
ments providing the managers from
another place agreed to withdraw the
amendments relating to the five years’
exemption on conditional purchases. That
was not fair. The Committee should be
first afforded an opportunity of dis-
cnssing the amendments and the Gov-
ernment should withdraw the motion.
He believed the majority of the Council’s
amendments would be accepted by the
Committee, and if the Council insisted
on those which we did not agree to, then
would be the time to hold a conference.
Personally he rvefused to be bound by the
findings of the managers. It was notice-
able that the second portion of the
Government’s land fux proposals wasg
postponed time after time in another
place. The Government should take tbe
risk of the Bill being defeated ; and if it
were defeated, the Government alone
would be to blame for having refused to
accepi the Conncil's amendments, for
if the amendments were accepted the
Legislative Council would imnediately
consider and pass the other taxation
measure.

Tue Minister For WorEs: The hon.
member was apparently in the confidence
of members of another place.

Mg. BOLTON : The Government pre-
ferred to take the magnanimous course
of saying to the managers from another
place that they would accept all the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Bill, Amendments.

amendments sugpested with one excep-
tion, and that exception bappened to be
the five years’ exemption. The Premier
had said so. If later there was necessity,
a cenference might Le held.

Mr. WALEER protested agaiunst the
innovation contained in the motion, in
assuming there was disagreement between
the Houses before the fact had been
established. He could understand the
Government being anxious in regard to
the Bill; but if the precedent were es-
tablished of agreeing to a dangerous
innovation of this character, it might be
utilised on some other occasion to evade
discossion of amendments from another
Place.

At 6:30, the Crairmax left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mz. BATH: In spile of the statement
of the Chairman as to the unusuwal nature
of the course proposed by the Treasurer,
the Minister for Works argued that, there
being nothing agaiunst this course, it was
the right thing for the Committee to
adopt the advice of the Treasurer and
accept the proposal for a conference. It
was true there was no specific provision in
the Standing Orders which said that the
Assembly should not, at this particular
stage, ask for a conference, but the very
specific nature of the Standing Orders
dealing with the course to which we were
accustomed made it absolutely certain
that those who drew up the Standing
Orders never contemplated the possibility
of such a course, as was suggested by the
Treasurer, being taken. In the first place
we had it stated in the Constitution, in
the sections dealing with the financial
provisions and the application of the
consolidated revenne, that al] Bills for
appropriating the revenue, or imposing,
aliering, or repealing any rate, tax, duty,
or impost should originate in the
Assembly. Then in Section 46 it stated
that in the case of a proposed Bill which,
according to law, must have originated
in the Assembly, the Council could at
any stage return it to the Legislative
Asgembly with a message requesting the
omission or amendment of any ifems or
provisions therein, and that the Legis-
lative Assembly could, if it thought fit,
make such omissions or amendments, or
any of them, with or without modifica-
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tions. Turning to the Standing Orders,
Standing Order 312 provided if any
amendments made by the Council in Bills
which bad first passed the Assembly were
agreed to by the Assembly without amend-
ment, a message was sent informing the
Coungcil thereof; if the Council’s amend-
ments were agreed tc with amendments,
the Bill was returned to the Council with
a schedule of such farther amendmeuts
in a message desiring the concurrence of
the Council therein, and if the Council's
amendments were not agreed to the Bill
could be 1aid aside, or it could be again
sent to the Council with a message
desiring its reconsideration. Stunding
Order 314 dealt with the procedure when
any amendments were made by the As.
sembly ou the Council’s umendments. A
schedule of such farther amendments
wasg prepared for the Council's considera-
tion. Standing Order 315 dealt with the
position that arose if the Council returned
the Bill with any of the Assembly’s amend-
ments on the Council’s original amend-
ments disagreeing to them. or insisting on
its original amendments, or ayreeing to.the
Assembly's amendments with farther
amendments. In any case the mess.
age must be printed and a day fixed for
taking it into copsideration in Committee,
and then the Bill must be finally passed
or set aside, according as the Assembly
agreed or disagreed to the requirements
of the Council, unless the Assembly
determined to request a conference.
These terms could not be misuaderstood.
They set down the procedure which
should beadopted. When the Bill finally
came back frown the Council there were
three alternatives—the Assembly could
agree to the Council’s amendments and
the Bill was passed ; the Assembly could
disagree to the Council’s amendiments and
the Bill was laid aside, or the Assembly
could ask for a conferemce and appoint
managers. Those who drafted the Stand-
" ing Orders had not in contemplation any
Govermnent moving for a conference ata
premature stage, and so they made no
Standing Order to provide for it. The
whole of the Standing Orders absolutely
demonstrated the irregularity of the course
proposed by the Treasurer. It was said
that if members were nob pleased to
accept the Bills of the Ministry as brought

down in tofo without amendmentorsugges. .
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So far as he (Mr. Bath) wasconcerned he
was more anxious to see this Bill passed
than Ministers were. He was strongly of
opinion that if the proposals suggested
by the Opposition were adopted, the Bill
would pass in much better form, in a
form which would involve less expendi-
ture and trouble and which would raise
more revenue. What proposal in the
shape of wrecking was there in the view
expressed by members of the Opposition
that some of the Council's amendments
were desirable and improved the measure
and made it more acceptable as an exem-
plification of what they regarded asa just
principle ? Nothing would expedite the
passing of the measure more than the
acceptance of these amendments. It
seemed that in the absence of logical
argument the Minister for Works was
prone to accusing members of attempting
to wreck the Bill. The solution suggested
by the Opposition was easy and simple,
and would be of great advantage to the
Ministry. [Mgr. Hupsoxn: And it was
conatitutional.]  If the Government were
hard up and were getting behind in the
finances, they should aceept the proposal
submitted by the Opposition to adopt
amendments which would enable them to
raise perbaps £30,000 more revenue and
to decrease the cost of collection. If a
proposal of that kind could be considered
ag wrecking the Bill, he could not com-
pliment the Minister for Works on his
knowledge of the English language.

Mr. DAGLISH: The action of the
Ministry greatly disappointed him. They
were setting out entirely without know-
ledge to break down every principle of
British Parliamentary Government, and
the only replies to an accusation in that
direction made against them were the
reply of tbe Minister for Works that if
we did not do as the Ministry said, we
were anxious to wreck the Bill, and the
reply of the Premier that we must get the
Bill through as it went from this Chamber
without, variation. Tt was entirely wrong
for Ministers, particularly those who pro-
fessed to believe in the bi-cameral system
of representation, to absclutely refuse to
afford the Committee a chance of consider-
ing the amendments suggested by another
place. It was wrong to ask the Committee
to subnit the consideration of the amend-
ments to five members. So long as we

tions, they desired to wreck themeasures. | had a Parliameot constituted of two
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Houses, the views of either House were
catitled to consideration at the hands of
the other. The other Chamnber having
introduced new matter, and that Chamber
desiring to have its suggestions con-
sidered by this Assembly, the object of
the Council would be defeated 1f this
motion of the Governument were agreed
to. No precedent, British, Canadian, or
Australian, could be quoied by the Gov-
ernment in support of their attitude ; and
he echallenged the Attorney General to
quote a single precedent to justify this
departure frow established parliamen-
tary custom. Assuming that the motion
were carried, the effect would be that
the amendments would not bhe con-
sidered, and yet every one of the amend-
ments might he acceptable to this House.
The five managers from this House would
go to the conference without knowing
what might be the opinions of this House
arrived at in Committee. The Treasurer
had pointed out that the holding of the
conference would not detract from the
right of this Committee to discuss auy
suggestions from another place; but in
the event of a majority of those at the
conference arriving at an agreement to
accept certain of the amendments and
to reject others, this Committee might be
forced into the position of either breaking
from an agreement s¢ arrived at, or of
accepting the views of a majority of our
five managers. He would favour a con-
ference, were he satistied that there was
any serious discrepancy between the
Houses, and that every other means of
arriving at a settlement bad been tried
and failed. Thus far we¢ had made no
effort beyond sending a measure in a
certain form to another place, and we
had not considered the views of another
place in any way. If it were found we
could nok possibly agree to the Council’s
amendments, or if another place would
uot agree to withdraw them, then we might
appoint managers to diseuss the matter.
He (Mr. Daglish) declined to entrust to
five memhers of the House, no matter
how chosen, his right to consider these
amendments. If he did, he would be
false to his electors, and would grossiy

insult the Council by declining to con- !

sider their suggestions, The Government
were taking o wrong and dangerous
course, and were makiog a scourge which
before long would be used on their own
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backs. Such tyros should not presume
that they possessed more knowledge than
the greatest cunstitutiovalists of the
British Empire.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
last speaker's remarks were full of advice
to the Government, and of self-laudation ;
yet the hon. member would be the first to
rebuke others who based their claims to
attention on mere length of parlia-
mentary experience. He (the Attorney
Generul}) was asked to quote any pre-
cedent for the course now suggested by
the Government. If a procedure ac-
corded with common sense he would not
waste time by hunting up a musty pre-
cedent. We were entitled to inquire
whether this was o wise and proper
course, without asking ourselves whether
it had been taken by somebody else.
After debating this Bill at considerable
length, the House sent it vo the Council,
who, npot having finally dealt with it,
returned it with suggestions made iu
Committee. The fate of the measure
remained entirely in the hands of the
Council. Assuming that we insisted on
baving the Bill as it left this House,
another place could immediately negative
the third reading and thus dispose of the
Bill. Could the Government ask members
here to go back on their determination
with regard to some of the amendments ?
Many metobers supported the original
Bill conditionally on the inclusion of
certain provisions to prevent its inter-
ference with land settlement.

Mg. Tavior: That was a second
thought, after the Bill was introduced.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: Long
before the Bill was introduced he had
ascertained members’ views in order to
secure their support;; and the Bill could
not bave passed here without provisions
protecting the interest of land settlers,
which in the opinion of some members
was the paramount interest in the country.
Muny members supported Lthe Bill becanse
it contained certain safeguards.

Mr. Hypson: Was the Attorney
General in order in disvussing the ainend-
nients ?

Tur CHATRMAN : He was in order.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Apart
from this motion, what other course
could the Treasurer pursue than to ask
members here to stand by the Bill as it
left this Chamber? But if we did that
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and refused to agree to the Council's
suggestions, would not the Bill be
seriously jeopardised’? Every House
which had a Bill in its possession could
at any stage ask for a couference with
the other House.

Me. Tavror: That dictum was con-
trary to the Standing Orders.

Mr. Barr: Standing Orders 212 to
315, inclusive, laid down the procedure,

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL:
According to No. 315, if the Council
returned a Bill with any of the Assembly’s
amendments on the Council’'s amendnients
disagreed to, or insisted on the Council’s
amendments, or agreed to the Assembly’s
amendments with farther amendments, a
day should be fi<ed for considering the
message inCommittee; and the Bill should
be finally passed or laid aside, unless the
Assembly desired to request a conference.
In other words, when a Bill reached that
stage, it must be either laid aside or a
conference asked for; but that did not
prevent our asking for a conference at any
other stage. Members allowed them-
selves to be bound by mere words.

Mze. Warger: The Standing Orders
mentioned laid down the order of pro-
cedure.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
meaning of that order was that after a
certain amount of going backwards and
forwards, we must either lay the Bill
agide or adopt, what could be adopted at
any prior stage, a conference. We could
no longer make amendments. Amend-
ments came from another place, to be con-
sidered here; we could agree to, dissent
from, or amend them ; we then could send
our reasons to another place to be con-
sidered ; and assuming that another place
stuck to its original position and rejected
our proposals, or accepted one and dis-

reed to others, then we could no longer
make farther amendments, and must fall
back on a conference.
because we could make no farther
amendments we could not adopt a con-
ference at any stage. If members turned
to that portion of the Standing Orders
dealing with communication between the
two Houses, they would see it was made
perfectly clear that at any time in regard to
a Bill then in the possession of this
Chamber (or vice versa), if either House
in possession of a Bill took a view in
regard to that measure which was
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antagonistic to the views of another
place, it could ask for a conference.

Mr. Bard: Stavding Orders 238 and
251 did not give any details of the cir-
cumstances under which conferences
could be arranged.

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was no Standing Order which said that
at any stage or at ouoly one stage was a
conference to be the regular procedure.

Mr. BatH: Yes; Standing Order 315.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: It
said 0o such thing. There could be no pos-
sible suggestion thut because when that
stage was reached we must fall back on a
certain method of arranging differences,
that therefore we could not at any stage of
the Bill adopt a conference. The pro-
cedure on this Bill was not a usual ¢ne,
and if members said that, he was pre-
pared to admit it, because be was not in
a position to contradict them. He was
not going to be bound by precedent. If
it was wise and prudent that we should
take this course, he was prepared to take
it, without caring one iota whether it was
sapported by precedent or not.  The
member for Guildford suid it was not a
wise and prudent thing to do, having
regard to the fate of the measure, He
joined issue with the hon. member on
that point. He thought it was a wise
course. If we commilted ourselves to
stand by the Bill as it left this House, we
at once provoked a conflict with another
place, which was almost certain to end in
the rejection of the Bill. If on the other
hand some of the atnendments were
accepted and some were not accepted,
then we had advanced to this stage: we
had shown a desire to arrive at a pacifie
solution of the difficulty. That must
weigh in the minds of those with whom
the difficulty rested as to whether the
measure should pass or mot. It was

It did not say that

clear, by doing what was suggested by
members, that we would be dolng some-
thing to endanger the measure. He
asked members who were desirous of
having the Bill pussed to look at the
matter in that light, and avoid a coaflict.

Mr. Baru: There was no conflict of
opinion yet.

Tee ATTORNEY GENERAL: Here
was o measure passed by this House. Tt
had been debated in a careful manner;
not passed bastily but after careful and
, long debate. After it had received the
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seal of this House in a certain form, it was
sent to another place, and another place
made amendments. Was that not a con-
flict of opinion? There was one feature
evidentin the discussion, that all those who
wished not too well by the wweasure would
insist on the rights of this House; and
on the other hand some of those who did
wish well by the measure would take the
view mistakenly. Some would not take
it mistakenly because they knew that
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by the conflict they would sound the -

death-knell of the measure.

Mr. WALEER: Was the hon. member
in order ju imputing motives to members
to defeat the Bill, and not honestly ?

Tee CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
used the expression in a general sense.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: What
he had said wae that some members were
gincere in support of the measure, and
nevertheless would object to the motion
made by the Treasurer ; and on the other
Land some members were not friendly to
the measure, and would be found voting
with the member for Mount Margaret;
and thus members in close alliance with
him would be taking the view that mem-
ber now took. He asked the House to
asgist the Government to secure for the
Bill its enactent as a statute. We were
desirous of achieving that result, and it
was 1o order to achieve it that the Gov-
ernment suggested the course which had
been put forward fo-night. Members
should seriously consider the position
before taking any action which would
jeopardise a measure of this importance.

Mr. HUDSON : The procedure in this
case was eclearly defined in Standing
Orders 213, 214, 215, which made it a

condition prevedent to the holding of a -

conference that all other means of avriving
at a settlement had been exhausted. In
the ordinary course we would consider the
amendments which came from another
place. Now the Attorney General said
thig need not be done.
in other cases ?

POINT OF ORDER.
Mr. WALKER, on a point of order:

The entire discussion was out of order.
May's Parliamentary Practice, page 412,
provided that it was not proper for either
House to auticipate the proceedings of |
the other.

Rill, Amendments.

TaeCHAIRMAN: Thequestionbefore
the Committee had reference to Section
46 of gur Constitution Act; and as no
provision was made for such procedure
[returning a Bill with suggestions at any
stage] in the British House of Commons,
the ruling quoted by the hov. member
did not apply here.

Me. HUDSON (resuming) : The trend
of precedents set out in May was that
there must be reasons shown; and we
would not be following a constitutional
course in agreeing to the proposition put
forward by the Governwment.

Mr. TAYLOR: The prodedure sug-
gested by the Treasurer was a wrong
one. The Standing Orders amply pro-
vided for a conference, and Standing
Order 315 defined the time at which a
conference took place, namely after the
Bill was finally returned from the Council
with amendments insisted on. At present
there was no quarrel. It was only when
there was a quarrel that it was necessary
to bave a conference.

Tee CHAIRMAN : This question was
based entirely on Section 46 of the
Constitution Act, which gave perwission
to the Council to return the Bill at any
stage. Therefore the rmles which fixed a
stage for a conference did not apply to a
question arising under Section 46. The
principle of time in the Standing Order
mentioned by the hon. member could not
apply to a Bill which could be returned
at any stapge,

DISCUSSION.

Mr. TAYLOR: The strong point
made by the Attorney General was that
no matter whether it was justified or not
by precedent, wa should have a conference
at this stage. The Attorney General
argued that a conference was justified to
save the measure, even if there were no
precedent. According to the Chairman's

" ruling no precedent was needed, but there

Why was it done

was no chauce of jeopardising the Bill by
allowing the Committee to perform its

+ functions and discuss the suggestions

. made by the Council.

The wajority of
the Committee favoured the soggestions
made by another place; consequently all

" that was nevessary was to deal with the

suggestions and mnot to allow the Com.
mittee to be stifled by the wmotion. He
resented the charges made by Ministers
that the Opposition desired to wreck the
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measure, It was
Opposition to place the Bill on the
statute-book.

Tae Premier: Noone said otherwise.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes: the Minister for
Works said so, and the Attorney General
practically said so. The Attorney General
said that it was expedieuat to hold a con-
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the desire of the

ference to save the measure, but that some '

members would oppose a conference for
certain reasons, for saying which the hon.
gentleman was called to order. If the

Committee were allowed to deal with the |

suggestions made by the Council those
suggestions would he accepted.

Tur Premier: After the conference,
members would need to deal with the
report of the managers. It would be for
the Committee then to say whether they
would aecept the report or not.

Mg. TAYLOR: Awong the managers
named by the Premier there were three
Government supporters, and two of them,
the member for Katanning and the
Treasurer, had no sympathy with land
taxation. He objected to delegating his
duties to those members at a conference,
when he was able and competent to deal
with this question in Committee of the
House.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mzr. WALKER, on a point of order: :

The whole meaning of Section 46 of the
Constitution Act was that the Assembly
should take into consideration the sug-
gestions sent up by the Council at any
stage. The Assembly must consider the
suggestions made by the Council in order
that it could omit, amend, or submit any
modificatione. When the amendments
cawe from the Council it was the duty of
the Committee to take them into con-
gideration. That was clearly the intent
of the Act. Otherwise how could we
possibly amend, alter, or modify without
giving consideration ? The motion moved
by the Premier was clearly to deprive the
Comnittee of that opportunity at this
stage, and it would prevent Section 46 of
the Constitution Act being carried out by
them in spirit and letter.

Tug CHATIRMAN: The proposal of
the Government was to consider the
question at a conference, and if the Com-
mittee chose to move in that direction he
could not rule against it.
matter was in the hands of the Com-

The whole
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mittee. There was nothiong io the Stand-
ing Orders against the motion. He
would point out that this might be the
last stage of the Bill, for all mewnbers
knew, and consequently it might be the
very stage members were arguing for.
All he ruled was that the precedents of
the British House of Commons did not
apply to this particular case, because of
Section 46 of our Constitution Act.

DISCUSSION.

Me. TAYLOR: The amendments weuld
be accepted by a majority here, he be-
lieved ; and was it likely that another
place would go back oun 1ts own resolu-
tions? Where then was the dauger of
wrecking the Bill by considering the
amendments in this Committee? Tnas-
nuch as the voting at the proposed con-
ference of 10 managers would probably
be 8 for exemptions and 2 against, what
chance had he of seeing his opinions -
embodied in the report of the conference ?
He would have no objection to a confer-
ence at a later stage, after this Committee
had deslt with the wmendments. The
amendiments from another place would
give the Treasurer an opportunity of in-
creasing his anticipated revenue from
£60,000 to £50,000 or perhaps £100,000;
and in view of that fuct alone the Gov-
ermnment. should withdraw the motion.
The contention of the Attorney General
that the suecess of the principle of land
taxation depended on the passing of the
motion was not correct. The Govern-
ment were aware that on this question
they could not depend for support on the
Ministerial cross-benches. He had been
twitted by the Attorney General that he
would be found in strange company in
the division on this measure ; but he was
prepared to sit in any company which
would carry land taxation without ex-
emptions, The Treasurer had admitted
that, after probing the feeling of the House
on the question of land taxation, he came
to the conclusion that the only possi-
bilitv of earrying such a measure was by
including exemptions.

How. F. H. PIESSE: Those most in
accord with the Bill were doing most to
jeopardise its passage into law, perhaps
unintentionally, The course suggested
by the Government was more likely to
result in the Bill being returned again to
this House with recommendations which
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would induce this House to accept the
amendments,

Mg. Bare: If the amendments were
agreed to, the Bill would be carried.

Hov. F. H. PIESSE: Members who
bad spoken against the motion travelled
largely ountside the question. It wasa
reflection on members nominated as
managers to suggest they had made up
their minds betore going to the confer-
ence. He had not been consulted as to
being one of the managers, and would
personally prefer to see someone else
appointed who was not so strongly op-
posed to some of the provisions of the Bill ;
but if appointed, he would endeavour
to do bis duty in what he considered
to Le the best interests of the country.
Howerver, if the motion passed he would
ach ag a manager, though he would not
be displeased were another name sub-
stituted for his. Members knew his
opinion of the Bill. He would like to
give it fair play. If it did not pass this
segsion, it would recur in every future
session until it did pass. But in the
interest of land settlement he had done
his best to obtain modifications in the
clauses affecting the settler, hence his
amendment exempting the conditional
purchase holder. The Couneil suggested
that the exemptions be expunged, and it
was said that if this Conunittee accepted
the Council’s suggestions the Bill would
pass without exemptions. Tf thut were
g0, he would do his utmost to prevent its
passing ; therefore he supported the
motion, which, though possibly without
precedent, should be adopted in the cir-
cumstances.

Me. DAGLISH : Standing Order No.
244 provided that—

If upon such motion any one member shall
80 require, the managers for the Legislative
Assembly shall be selected in the same manner
as the members of a select committec.

He demanded that if the original motion
passed, the mapagers representing this
Chamber should he selected by ballot.

Tee PREMIER: The ooly reason for
the motion in its present form was that
the conference on the Redistribution of
Seats Bill was appeinted on a similar
motion. The Government were quite
prepared to take a ballot, their wish
being to have all sides of the House
represented.

-
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M=z. H. BROWN opposed the motion.
The entive omission, of metropolitan
members from the proposed list of
managers was an ingult to the metropolis.

Tae Treasurer: It was not so
intended.

Me. H. BROWN: Two goldfields
members and three representing agri-
cultural constituencies were proposed.
Oune of them, the Premier, said to-night
he wonld accept no compromise on the
guestion of eonditional purchase leases,
and aoother, the member for Katanning
(Hon. F. H. Piesse), proposed the exten-
sion of exemption on those leases to five
years. Such wmapagers could come to
no understanding at all with the Couneil.
How would the Bill be jeopardised if we
accepted the Council’s amendments? The
Upper House was absolutely presenting
to a penurious Government several thou-
sand pounds by deleting the exemptions
passed in this House; yet the Govern-
ment refused the proffered revenue.
Surely the metropolitan area should have
some representutivn in the conference.
The memorable open letter of the Trea-
surer and the speech of the Minister for
Agriculture showed that the managers
representing agricultural constituencies
represented the very people who werenot
to be taxed. He (Mr. Brown) depre-
cated whipping up Government sup-
porters in the House. ‘Thie should be
done in the lobbies. One would think
the fate of the Government depended on
this motion.

Tae CHAIRMAN : As objection was
taken to the latter part of the motion,
the managers must be selected by a ballot.
That portion of the motion relating to
the constitution of the conference was
out of order, and would not be put. No
amendment was needed.

Mer. TROY wished to make his posi-
tion clear. He was opposed to the
inteuntlions of the Government in confer-
ring the doty of members on five
representatives. Since he had been a
member of Parliament no such procedure
had been adopted. The amendments
suggested by the Council commended
themselves to him, especially those refer-
ring to exemptions. When considering
the mensure in Committee he nrged that
there should be no exemptions. A
majority of members were in accord with
thosesentiments. This was an opportune
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time for the House to accept the Council's
amendments. He would vote against the
motion becanse he wished 1o see the
amendments thoroughly threshed out in
this Chamber. If a conference were
appointed, the representatives selected
from the Opposition would be out-voted
by the representatives elected from the
Government side and the managers for
the Council.

Mz. A. J. WILSON was desirous of
seeing the Bill carried, and as the issues
raised by the amendments were brought
before the Committee when the Bill was
before this Chamber previously, and were

defeated by a substuntial majority, the -

probability was, if the matter was again
discussed 1 Comnittee, the same position
would oblain. The third reading of the
measure had not yet been passed in another
place, and if this Committee refused to
accept the suggested amendments, in all
probability the third reading would not
be carried by the Council, and the Bill
would be shelved. There was room for
honest donbt as to that aspect of the case.
Having regard to the expressed opinion
of the majority of members it would be
far better for representatives of this
Chamber to confer with representatives
of another place and try and arrive at a
satisfactory compromise to ensure the
passage of the measure. We were not
justified in running any risk of losing
such an important Bill.

Question (as altered) put, and a
division taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. 23
Noes ... I8
Majority for ... - b
Artes. . NoEs,

Mr. Cowcher Mr, Bath

Mr, Davies Mr. Bolton

Mr. Eddy Mr. Brown

Mr. Ewing Mr. Butcher

Mr. Foulkes Mr. Collier

Mr, Gorden Mr. Daglish

Mr. Gregory Mr. Hicks

Mr. Hayward Me, Holman

Mr, Xegenon Mr. Horan

Mr, Layman Mr. Hudson

Mr, McLarty Mr. Johuson

Mr. Male Mr, Scnddou

Mr. Mitchell Mr. Tarlor

Mr, N. J. Moore Mr. Troy

dr. S. F. Moore Mr. Underwood

Mr. Piesse Mr. Walker

Mr. Price Mr. Ware

Mr, Smith Mr. Heitmann (Teller),

Mr. Stone

Mr. Veryard

Mr, A, J. Wilson [

Mr. F. Wilson
Mr, Hardwick (Teller). |

Question thus passed.
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Mr. BATH: Before members pro-
ceeded to ballot he would like to make
his position clear. Members knew the
opinions he had expressed in regard to
this matter, and was it fair that, if
elected, he should be one of the managers
for the Assembly?

Tee CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was not in order in discussing this inatter.
A ballot would have to be taken for the
appointment of managers.

Ballot taken, and the following ap-
pointed as managers:—Mr. Bath, Mr.
Gregory, Mr. Piesse, Mr. Scaddan, and
the mover (Mr. F. Wilson).

Mer. Sprearer resumed the Chair.
" Resolution reported.

Tae TREASURER moved —
That the report be adopted.

POINT OF ORDER.

Mr. DAGLISH: The motion was sub-
mitted entirely without notice. The
notice of motion tabled was “TLand Tax
Assessment Bill, consideration in Com-
mittee of Legislative Council’s message.”
Some members had desired to discuss the
wessage, but were prohibited from doing
so by the Chairman, who ruled that the
subject under discussion was not a mes.
sage which embodied a certain number
of amendments on the Lund Tax Assess-
ment Bill, but that the question was the
motion of the Treasurer for a conference.
Of the present motion no notice had been
given. Members had attended under Lhe
1mpression that they wouid be called on
to discuss the Council's suggested amend-
tnents in tbe Land Tax Assessment Bill.
No doubt members had made themselves
familiar with those amendments, and
were prepared to discuss them; but no
member had any inkling that a new pro-
posal in parliamentary procedure was to
be submitted to the House to-day. Each
member was taken by surprise. Poiuts
of order were raised when the House first
Yeached the Committee stage, and the
Chairman was forced to admit, in regard
to the procedure adopted on this occa-
sion, that in the absence of amy definite
Standing Order there could be no trans-
gression in regard to procedure, but that
the action of the Government in submit-
ting this motion was entirely irregular.
Had time been allowed to tbe Chairman
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to look up his authorities, perhaps the
ruling would have been different. But
the Chairman was in the same position
as other members of the House. Apart
altogetber from the practice of Parla-
ment in regard to giving notice of motion,
except when the Stunding Orders were
suspended or when special leave was
granted by the House, the Standing
Order  respecting  conferences  be-
tween the two Houses wag very
specific. It provided that every notice
of motion requesting a conference
must contain the names suggested by the
mover to be managers for the House.
That distinctly implied that there must
be notice, otherwise 'the words of the
Standing Order would be irrelevant.
The Premier was aware of the existence
of that Standing Order, and recognised
its binding effect on the Government,
inasmuch as he provided the names of
members proposed as managers, and when
a point of order iu regard to the question
of taking a hallot was raised, the Premier
quoted this Standing Order as having
compelled him to insert the names in the
motion, If Standing Order 233 was
binding on the Premier in regard to the
ingertion of the names, it was equally
binding on the Premier and the Govern-
ment in regard to giving nolice. [f the
practice of giving notice be insisted on in
regard to matters of comparatively swall
importance from a constitutional stand-
point and of amall importance to members
of the House, if it be insisted on in
matters of detail, surely in regard to a
matter of such vital importance as the
resolution reported, a departure from
all established parliamentary procedure,
members should have not only that notice
which was given for matters of detail,
but every - opportunity of acquainting
themselves with the terms of the motion,
and of looking up the authorities. Apart
altogether from the point of order in
regurd to the necessity for giving notice,
he hkewise desired to raise a puint of
order in regard to the procedure adopted
by the Government on this occasion. He
submitted that the wmotion reported as
having been passed in Committee of the
whole House was entirely foreign to
parliamentary practice and contrary to
the British parliamentary practice and to

the proceedings of any Australian State
Parliaoment or the Federal Parliament. ‘,

[ASSEMBLY.]
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The Chairman had ruled that this motion,
although not a definite transgression
against the Standing OQvders, was
irregular, but could not be ruled out of
vrder because there was no specific
Stunding Order which dealt withit. He
{Mr. Daglish) respectfully submitted
that the motion was out of order because
it was a transgression against the prac-
tice of the House of Commons. OQur
Standing Qrders specifically provided that
where there was nothing in them govern.
ing a definite case, the practice of the
House of Commons should be followed ;
and since the motion submitted by the
Government, resolved in Committee and
reported, was contravy to the practice of
the House of Commons, it contravened
the Standing Order which provided that
we should follow the practice of the
House of Commons, and became on those
grounds out of order. The Attorney
General had admitted in so many words
that no precedent for this motion could
be quoted by the Government. The
Attorney General was challenged to
quote ong, and admitted that in this
instance he wus unable to furnish one.
That alone showed that the practice now
proposed to be adopted was one that
contravened the parliamentary procedure
adopted in the House of Comwons. He
{Mr. Daglish) asked the Speaker’s ruling
on the points, first that no notice bad
been given of this motion, and secondly
that as the motion now reported by the
Committee was contrary to the practice
of the House of Commons, it therefore
contravened our Standing Orders, which
distinctly provided that where no distinet
rule had been adopted by the House the
practice of the House of Commons should
govern our proceedings.

Tee TREASURER: The hon. mem-
ber was distinetly out of order in chal-
lenging the ruling of the Chairman of
Commniittees after the Chairman had left
the Chair. The Chairman had given a
ruling, and with ull due respect, the
proper time to disagree with that roling
wag when the Chairman gave it and not
after the Committee had reported.

Mr. Bata: This was a new point of
order.

Tue TREASURER: It was the same
point of order. He hud looked up the
procedure followed on a previons occa-
sion, and found that when Mr. James
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was Premier and the guestion of a
conference on the Constitution Bills was
raised, Mr, James adopted the exact
procedure followed to-night.

Mz. Batu: No.

Tue TREASURER : Hansard would
show on page 3166 of the Debates in 1904
that Mr, James introduced the question
while the Speaker was in the Chair, and
moved that the Speaker do leave the
Chair and the House resolve into Com-
mittee,

Mg. Dacrisa: There was a dispute
belween the two Houses.

Tae TREASURER: Mr. James ex-
plained that lhe intended to snbmit a
motion for a conference when the House
got into Committee, and he wound up by
using the words which he (the Treasurer)
used, *“that the Speaker do now leave the
Chair for the purpese of going into
Committee to consider the Legislative
Council’s ‘message and the motion of
which I new give notice.” There was
nothing in the Standing Orders demand-
ing that u formal potice should be given.
The notice was given practically when
the motion was submitted that the
Speaker do leave the Chair and the
House resolve into Committee. During
the remarks which he (the Treasurer)
made he adopted the same procedure and
rexd out the notice which he intended to
move in Committee. The matter was
perfectly in order. The Committee
baving adopted the resolution and
reported to the House, the motion now
before the Chair was for the adoption of
that report, and it was in order for mem-
bers to divide on that question.

Mr. BATH: The Premier was not
correct in saying that he had adopted

the same procedure as Mr. James
did. The procedure adepted by Mr.
James in 1903 was in accordance

with Standing Order 315, because the
Bill bad passed in the Assembly, had
been sent to the Council where certain
amendments were made in the Bill, it was
returned to the Assembly, and the
Assembly disagreed to the amend-
ments and returned a message to the
Council.

Tue PreMIER : That was not the point.

Me. BATH : The Assembly returned
a message to the Council stating that the
Assembly disagreed to the Council's
amendments, and the Council then

[18 Novexsser, 1906.]
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insisted on its amendments. The
point arose in regard to Standing Order
315, whether the Assembly had either to
agree to the amendments aund pass the
Bill, or disagree and set aside the Bill, or
appoint manugers to a conference. In
accordance with Standing Order 315,
managers were appointed, and they met
in conference. That procedure had pot
been adopted in this case, therefore there
had been an infringement of Standing
Order 315, which expressly laid down the
procedure to be adopted.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Two
points had been ruised: one was prac-
tically that the House should disagree to
the ruling of the Chairman of Com-
mittees. That was a guestion of pro-
cedure. The point not baving been
raised when the Chairman was in the
Chair, it could not be entertained at this
stage. That entirely set aside the con-
sideration of that point. The next poiné
was that no notice of motion had been
given. The Treasurer had quoted the
instance in 1903 when the Premier, Mr.
James, followed exactly the same pro-
cedure as the Treasurer adopted to-night.
That was the correct procedure.

Me. FOULKESwished to amplify what
the Treasurer had said as to the point
of order in respect to disagreeing with
the Chairman’s decision.* The Chairman
gave his decision. There was a pro-
vision in the Standing Orders that
if any exception was to be taken
to the ruling of the Chairman it must
be taken at once. A member who
objected to the ruling of the Chairman
had to put his objection in writing and
an appeal was then made at once to the
Speaker, who had to give his decision.
With regard to the point that this dis-
cussion had taken place without proper
notice being given, it was to be regretted
that no such notice was given. He sub-
mitted for the Speaker’s ruling that the
time for taking exception to notice not
having been given was immediately the
Treasurer made his proposal.

ME. Scappar: A point of order could
be raised at any time.

Mz. FOULKES : It must be raised at
the proper time and not after the pro.
ceedings had closed.

Me. Bortox : ‘They had not closed yet
by a long way.
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Mr. FOULXES: It was too late to
raise a point of order as to whether a
motion was in order, after the House
had come to a decision. Tt was laid
down in the Standing Orders that if any
exception was to be taken to the pro-
ceedings in the House it must be taken
ab the time and in due form.

Me. WALKER: This waga new point
of order. The member for Claremont
misunderstood the member for Subiaco.
The member was not disputing the points
raised in Committee and decided in Com-
mittee, for this was an entirely new point
and partially raised when the Speaker
was previously in the Chair. When the
Speaker was in the Chair he (Mr.
Walker) asked if the motion was for the
purpose of considering in Committee the
Council’s amendments. It was agreed
that that was the question, therefore we
were acting in pursuance of the business
paper. The point had occurred since,
and it might be taken at any time, that
this question was out of order inasmuch
as the House having gone icto Com-
mittee for a certain purpose we
should have had some notice of it
The Standing Orders said mnotices of
motion must be given, and so much was
that insisted on that they actually pro-
vided the details of the motion and in-
gisted on certain things being done in
that motion, evidently with a view of
giving members either in Committee or
full House an opportunity to judge of the
persons who were to be sent from this
House to the other as managers. The
names must be included. The hon. mem-
ber could not state that it was a notice
when he told us he was going to do
something in Committee and afforded an
idea of what he was going to do. The
object of a notice of motion was to give
every member an opportunity of being
present when a matter of sachimportance
was to be considered. There baving been
no notice in this case, it followed that the
motion had been out of orderall through,
the point not having been raised
in Committee. That was mno re-
flection on the Chairman. Now was the
opportunity to take the point.

Mg. HORAN : The proceedings during
the last two or three hours were quite
out of order, and could not receive the
confirmation of the _House for the reason
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that in the latter portion of Standing
Order 315 it was distinctly stated—

And the Bill shall then he finally passed, or
laid aside, according as the Assembly wmay
agree or disagree to the requirements of the
Legislative Counecil, wunless the Assembly

, determines to request n conference.

The proper time to raise the point was
uow, and it could not have been raised
more uppropriately at an earlier peried.

Tue PrEMiEr: Standing Order 815
dealt with the matter when u Bill came
back a second time.

RULING,

Mgr. SPEAKER: It would shorten
the discussion if he decided on the
gsecond point that had been raised,
that being that a request for a
confercnce could not at the present
stage be made. That had been already
decided, and the Chairman’s ruling was
not questioned. With that ruling he
thoroughly coneurred. Action should
have been taken when the Chairman
gave the ruling. The member for
Kanowna had raised the point, and he
{(Mr. Speaker} decided then that the
only question before the House was that
he should leave the Chair and that the
House should go into Committee for the
purpose of considering a certain message.
That was the only course open to him.
The Chairman ruled in Committee that
the motion by the Treasurer was in
order, naumely that there was no Standing
Orvder against it. The Chairman was
correct. in that ruling. As to the other
point, regarding the mode of obtaining a
conference when the Constitution Bill in
1903 was being dealt with, no notice had
been given in that case, A motion for o
conference appeared to be one that might
be properly moved on the consideration
of & message. It was virtually an amend-
ment upon the motion that the amend-
ments be disagreed to, and it wmighs
equally be urged that such metion
required notice. Standing Order 207
provided : —

No member shall make any motion initiating
a subject for discussion, but in pursuance of
notice openly given at a previous sitting of the
House, and duly entered on the Notice Paper.
This motion did not initiate a subject for
discussion ; therefore he contended that
the hon. member was in order at this
stage.
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Mge. TavrLor: The conference in 1903
was not the sawe.

Mx. SPEAKER was aware of that.
The question had never been raised hefore
in this form.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Government had
based the justice of their action on tbe
attitude taken by the then Premier, Br.
James; but the two positions were not
the same. We had exervised every means
of arriving at a satisfactory conclusion
before we appointed the couference in
1903. That was not so to-day.

Question (that the report be adopted)
put, and a division taken with the follow-
g result . —

Ayes 22
Noes 15
3
Majority for ... 7
AYES., Noes.
Mr. Brown Mr. Bath
Br. Cowcher Mr. Bolten
Mr. Davies Mr. Collier
Mr. Eddy Mr, Daglish
Mr. Ewing Mr. Heitmoun
Mr. Gordon Mr. Holman
Mr. Gregory Mr. Hornn
Ar, Hoyward Mr. Hudson
Mr. Hicks Mr. Johnson
Mr, Tllingworth Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr. Tarlor
Mr. Loymuo Mr. Underwood
Mr. Male Mr. Walker
Mr, Mitchell Mr. Ware
Mr. N. J. Mcore Mr. Troy (Teller).
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Price
Mr. 8mith
Mr, Stone
Mr. A.J. Wilson
Mr. P, Wilson
Mr. Hardwick (Toller),

Question thus

passed, the
adopted.

report

Tre TREASURER farther moved —

That a message accordingly be transmitted
to the Counecil, requesting that a time and
place for the conference be pamed by the
Couneil.

Mr. WALEKER hoped the House
would not lay itself open to insult. When
the message reached .another place, we
should be snubbed. The Council had
sent certain amendments for our con-
sideratinn. If we returned a message
asking them to appoint managers, surely
the Council would not agree to deal with
that until the opinion of the Assembly
on the Council's suggested amendments
was ascertained.

Me. TAYLOR: A$ yet there was no
point in dispute between the two Houses,
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to appoint managers to discuss Council’s
suggestions which the Assembly never
had an opportunity of discussing. The
managers of the Assembly did not know
the opinions of the members they repre-
sented. The Council should demand
that its suggestions he discussed here.

Motion put, and passed on the voices:
a message accordingly transmitted to the
Council.

[10-30 o’clock p.m ]

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1906-7.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Restumed  from the 8th November,
M=z. IrtiNoewoRTH in the Chair,

Mines DepParTneNT, confinued —
(Hon. H. Gregory, Minister).

Vote—Sinfe Baiteries, £91,365:

Me. BATH: The Minister had re-
served his rematks on State batteries till
we came to the vote.

Tae MivisTER For Mines: Let us
first hear members’ criticisms on the pro-
posed vote for batteries.

Mz. HOLMAN regretted the Minister

-gaw fit to go on with these Estimates;

but it was ancther example of what we
had had in the past, jamming dewn the
throats of members Estimates that re-
quired careful consideration. Members
had just received the printed report of
the Batteries Inquiry Board. It would
have been an act of courtesy on the part
of the Minister to give members time to
consider that report; but the Minister
was afraid to allow members to peruse
the report, because his conduct of the
State battery svstem would be thrown
open to the light of day. He (M.
Holman) was not going to allow these
Estimates to be put through without due
consideration. The Minister should re-
port progress, because it was a mosl
important question, involving the ex-
penditure of a quarter of a million of
money. The money had not heen spent
to the best advantage; with half the
money an equal amount of work could
have been doune; in fact money had been
wasted ; it certainly was not spent to the
best advantuge. Certain strong remarks
he (Mr. Holman) had made against the
Minister when speaking on the Address-

and probably the Council would refuse | in-Reply were fully borne out by the
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Batteries Inquiry Board; in fact the
beatd had gone farther than he would
dare to go buause he knew the Minister
had a reputation, not because of his
work, but bolstered up by the Press.
That reputation, as was now shown,
was not warranted. One did not see
the wisdom nor the necessity of start-
ing at 11 o'clock at night to force
these Mines Estimates through. He would
not be in order in saying that the tine
already spent during the sitting had been
wasted, but we could have started these
Estimates wmuch earlier if the proper
procedure had been adopted by the
@overnment. Unless the Minister agreed
to report progress, he (Mr. Holman) must
take time to look fully into the report of

the Batteries Tnquiry Board and to find |

out exactly the gist of that report. He
desired to give to the Minister every
possible assistance. This question of
State batteries should be above any
party, and any criticism he would offer
would be to bring about a better con-
dition in the department and not to block
the Minister. However, he strongly
objected to the Minister bringing in
Estimates at 11 o'clock at night when
membera were not in a proper frame of
mind to discuss them. Before the
Estimates were passed the Committee
should, be fully seized with the import-
ance of the report just received. He
would allow the Minister to make a state-
ment on the matter.

- Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: So
far as he was concerned, it was his
intention to proceed through these
Estimates and not to stop unless some
question was raised on which it would be
necessary for him to obtain farther
information.

Mgr. TavrLor: What time did the
Minister consider reasonable ?

T MINISTER: Members should
have thought of that some time before.
We bad absolutely wasted hours to-night.
His opinion—and it was held by many
membhers—was strong on the extreme
delay in dealing with the public busivess
in this Chamber,

Mr. Horman: Brought about
Ministers' incompetence.

Tee MINISTER: Quite probably;
but there had been exceeding delay this
evening, and members on the Govern-
ment side did pot desire to be sitting until

by
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after the New Year. We were not making
the progress that should be made. We
ghould push on with public business so
that we could ond the sessivn.

Mz. Scavpan : The Minister was dving
the same as he did on the Mines Regula-
tion Bill, bringing it ou at midnight.

Twe MINISTER could not help re-
membering the extreme delay in con-
nection with that Bill, For the past
week an ofticial copy of the report of the
Batteries Inquiry Board had been laid
before members opposite.

Mg. Scappax: Some members,

Mz. Jounson had not seen oue.

Mr. Scappan: It was not intended
for the hon. member.

Tre CHATRMAN : Order!

Tae MINISTER: There were suffi-
clent gppies to enable members opposite
to peruse the report and to deal with it.
Farther than tbat, a month ago a type-
written copy was laid before members,
and to assist members he had also given
the roport made 'by the State Mining
Engineer on the Batteries Inquiry Board's
report, and also the report mdde by the
Superintendent of State Batteries. For
the purpose of having absolute fair play
and enabling the head of the department
to criticise the report, he {the Minister)
ingtructed the head of the department to
reply to the indictments made by the
board. He had the document printed
and cireulated amongst members, so that
they could read not only the report made
by the Baitery Board and the comments
made on that repert by the State Mining
Engineer, but the reply of the hedd of
the department ?

Mx. Jounsow: Was not the Minister
head of the department ?

Tre MINISTER: Members knew
whom he wmeant, the Superintendent of
State Batteries. That officer had been
able to give his reply, which was printed
and had been in the hands of mem-
bers for four or five days, so that
members should be able to come to some
cleaur understanding as to the rights and
wrongs of the various matters brought
up by the board. Tn regard to the ap-
pointment of the board it bad been stated
that the report was somewhat of an
indictment ugainst himself, Having been
in charge of that department for a long
period, anything that was wrong in con-
nection with that department would be a
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charge against himself. [Mr. Joms-
80N : Hear, hear.] He quite admitted
that there were initial blunders made by
the hon, member (Mr. Johnson) during
the six weeks he was in charge of the
Mines Department. Every time he (the
Minister) spoke in the House as to
these Bstimates he had always siated
that he was not satisfied with the work
of the office. Although there had been
improvemnents, he thought much more
could be doune for the prospectors and
miners of the country with the money
that had been placed in the bands of the
Minister to assist the industry. Time after
timehad he made that statement. Improve-
ments had been effected, but he was not
satisfied with the system at present in
vogue. When he looked at the heavy costof
the new plants erecied and the highcharges
for treatment, he saw necessity for the
appointment of this board. Wheun stand-
ing for election last yeur he stated it was
his intention, if re-elected, to appoint a
board to inquire fully into the battery
gystem. He could not place his know-
ledge before the technical knowledge in
the departiment. It was not part of his
duties to tell the Soperintendent of
Batteries what portion of the work was
his, for that officer was the technical
adviser of the department, and should be
able to advise the Minister as to what
should be done; and if the administra-
tion was nuperfect, discredit would re-
dound to the Minister and discredit
would redound to the permanent head of
the department.

Me. Honman called attention to the
state of the House {10-55 p.m.).
Bells rung and quorum formed.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (con-
tinuing): On the appointment of this
board he asked for some advice as to how
the batiery system could be improved
for the future. He proposed to give
members a few figures in connection with
the working of the department sinece its
inception. In 1898-9 the battery system
was started, and in the first year of
the administration of that department
there was a loss of £5,527; 1in 1900,
there was a loss of £7,611;

profit of £1,954,
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m 1901, -
there was a loss of £646; in 1902, the
first year he had control, there was a |
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Mr. HoLman:
cyanide ?

Tue MINISTER was not aware that
the cyanide treatment was in vogue in
1902. Io 1903, there was a profit of
£2,539; in 1904, when there was a
change of administration, there was a
loss of £5,141; in 1905 the profit was
£3,342, There was a profit of only
£600 or £7U0 in the first half of
that year. For the first nine months
of 1906 there had been a profit of
£1,224; so that during the number of
years from 1898:9 to 1906 there
had been a loss of £18,925, and there
had been profits amounting to £9,059, so
that although when he took ofiice there
were losses accruing amounting to over
£13,000. the total loss to date amounted
to £9,866. It should not be forgotten
that in the initial stages of this battery
gystem, the charges made for public
crushing averaged from 15s. to 20s. a ton,
and be reduced those charges very
early after taking office, to a sliding
seale of from 10s. to 14s. a ton, averaging
about 12s. 8d. a ton. His object in
dealing with the tonnages and sending
weighbridges to the batteries was to
make the battery system a record of our
crushings. If a battery crushed 13 tons
and the result was given to the public as
being the crushing for one ton, it was a
dishonest record which was sent all over
the country. If that was done it was
highly improper. If meinbers took into
consideration the Norseman battery, for
instance, in the first year of the running
of that battery there was a loss of
£2,600, and in the second year £1,600.
1f we ran many batteries like that, it
would pay the Government better to give
the prospectors £1 a ton on the stone
raised and ask itbem to leave it at the
battery, rather than crush it for them.
This showed the administration in the
early days. There had been big changes
and very few losses since 1902, Since that
year, there had been a small profit shown
on the working of the battery system.
This Parliament had never asked for
more than that. Tt had been the general
impression of members, except of course
the member for Guildford, that the vote
for the erection of batteries was a sub-
sidy to the mining industry. We were
asked simply to make these batteries
pay their working expenses, and if we

How much from
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could do that the indirect advantage
which it was boped would accrue would
compensate for the money expended in
the erection of the plant. That was the
policy which had actuated him ever since
he had been in office and which he in-
tended to continue at long as he remained
in office, until Parliament instructed him
to pay interest, and if necessary sinking
fund, in connection with the plant, The
indivect advantages from the erection of
these batteries were very great. There
were places which but for the advantages
of the battery system would have been
absolutely dead to-day. When he took
control of the department there were no
rules in foree in conuection with the
working of the plant, and friction was
arising in different parts of the State.
Regulations were framed by him, and as
far as he could judge they had been
generally approved. In regard to the
purchase of goods, he found that no
system bad been adopted in relation to
countersigning all orders or the receipt of
goods by the various managers. Ever
since he had been in the department he
had urged thut we should bave astandard
plant in connection with our battery
gystem. We had found wmany instances
in which a boiler running a 10-head plant
would be using a certain percentage of
firewood, whereas ariother of equal capa-
city would be doing about twice or three
times the work with the same class of
plant.  That was the result of things
having been constructed by rule of thumb,
and these niatters had been attended to.
Then there was the question of monthly
returns.  Each month when the returns
were given to him he took care that they
were handed to the newspapers. There
was nothing which gave better worth to
the State than giving these returns to the
newspapers and inviting public criticism.
The systemn was stopped atmost iinmedi-
ately after he left office, and was not
again started until he returned to the
office. However, he understood that the
department preferred that they should
give their reports every three months in-
stead of every month. In regard to the
report which had been subwitted, no
doubt many of the statements were very
drastic. In some cases reports spoke
very strongly in regard to Minisferial in-
terference 1u connection with the manage-
ment of the battery system, wmore
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especially in relation to a little matter as
to the managers and assayers, on which
the member for Guildford might givea
little information.

Mrz. Jomnson : And on the appoint-
ment of managers the member for Men-
zies might give information.

Tug MINISTER: If the member for
Guildford would give a litsle information
with regard to that special interference
on his part, where he thought a manager
and ussayer were 1ot necessary at all on
those batteries, it might satisfy members
on the Opposition side of the House.
He (the Minister) had read the report
about Ministerial interference.

Mrg. Jounson: The remark was one
which he had never made.

Tee MINISTER did not desire to
deal with that, except to say that the
Minister was respousible to Parliament,
and if he was not satisfied with the
working of a department it naturally
followed that he must interfere in regard
to the administration of that department.

- If he was not prepared to take a strong

stand in connection with the depart-
ment, he was not fit for the position, and
the sooner he left or allowed the depart-
ment to run the Minister the better it
would be probably. When the Minister
took responsibility for the departinent,
he must interfere occasionally with re-
gard to administration.

Me. Jouxsox: The Minister did take
the resgponsibility now ?

Tae MINISTER had never tried to
get away from any responsibilty in con-
nection with his department.

Mr. Jornsox: Not in regard to the
State Battery Departinent ?

Tae MINISTER: Not in relation to
to any department. Tt scemed peculinr
that he could not speak on any
mining subject without a continuouns
fire of childish interjections, though
members in Opposition were seldom
interrupted when speaking. All would
agree; considering the large sums
expended, the fucilities given fo the
department, and the prices charged to
the public, that we should get better
results from the batteries. If satisfied
with the working of the department he
would not have appointed the board of
inquiry ; and as he anticipated, the
report of the board pointed to incompe-
tence. Sir John Forrest's object when
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the battery system started was to erect
small plants which could be transported
from place to place to test the value of
lodes and enable miners to judge whether
their shows would justify them in erect-
ing their own plants. We had long since
passed that stage. We bad a large
unmber of batteries and stamps working,
and the work was undoubtedly beyond
the capacity of the gentleman in charge
of the branch.

M. Joussow: The DMlinister was so
mean as to attack his own officer.

TaE CHAIRMAN (Mr. Daglish) had
already asked members not to persist in
interjecting. He would name any mem-
ber who vontinued to offend.

Tae MINISTER FOR MINES did
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battery system we had won minerals to
the value of nearly two millions sterling.
No doubt that was a great resualt.
Unlike other States we did not spend our
moeney on boring or in assistance for de-
velopment, but rather on our battery
system, which if it could be perfected
might result in crushing and cyaniding
for from 16s. to 17s. Gd. per ton, and re-
ducing the smelting charge from 3s. to
3s. per ton, recognising that this reduc-
tion probably meant te the miner the

- difference hetween success and failure. At

not wish to injure the gentleman at the |

head of this department; but the work
was beyond his capacity. We needed a
hend whe coutd give better advice than

we had received in the past, Each bat-

tery customer thought his stone worth
more than its real value, and more
than the battery could give. The bat-

teries werc extended over an enormous
area, from 20-Mile Sandy Creek, Pil- -

barra, to DMeekatharra, Revelstone,
Duketon, and Norseman. A good ad-
ministrator was needed to work suc-
cessfully so large an organisation—a
high-class mining engineer who was also
a fair metallurgist and a man of sound
business acumen, Of course it was easy
to find fault, and fault would be found
with unyone put in charge of the branch;
but in the interest of the pioneers we
were justified in looking for better resulis
than had hitherto been obtained. He
had no wish to do any irreparable injury
to one who had worked for years in the
departmwent, and be would as far as pos-
sible take care that the gentleman in
question wuas not seriously injured. But

the expense of any individual we musy try
to give every possible advantage to miners
in the back blocks. These did not want
any spoou-feeding, nor that plants should
be worked at a loss; but they contended
that a change could fairly be demanded
when private plants were working more
cheaply than State batteries, thongh the
department had the full credit of the
State behind it, enabling it to buy as
cheaply if not more cheaply than private
firms. Thus we were justified in assum-
ing that though a State battery mnight not
be able to crush for the price charged by
private enterprise, the State charge should
approximate to that price. The battery
board stated thev could not recommend

© any reduction in the cost of crushing, but

considered a reduction might be made for
cyaniding, though not till the system had

" been brought somewhat near perfection.

- improvements.

" and the inspection fees to £389.

It was not quite certain whether we
could not make reductions, with proper
A list of the various
plants working during the past year
showed that the prioncipal losses in
crushing were incurred at Yundamindera.
The total erushing losses, including head
office and inspection fees, were £6,486.
The head office fees amounted to £1,320
Out of

. the £6,486 there was due to the head

the Minister had to consider what Parlia-

ment asked for when voting these moneys.
He must get the best results irrespective
of persons. The Government did not
seek for interest on capital, as the in-

direct advantages to the State should .

fully compensate for the money ezpended
on the battery system. TUp to date
883,000 tons of stone had been treated
and 192,000 tons cyanided, gold being
won to the value of £1,744,352. We had
won 351 tons of black tin. We might
roughly say that through the State

office for inspection fees a sum of £1,700.
There was o loss at the Yundamindera
battery of £897 for the year. This loss
must be stopped. He did not mind a
small loss, but something must be done
to prevent continunal losses. There wasa
loss on the Yerilla battery of £576 due
to the Government baving purchased an
old plant on which a good deal of reno-
vation was necessary. The Duketon bat-
tery had proved a failure, also Laverton,
where very little stone had lately heen
brought to the battery, but with these



2852 Estimates :
exceptions, as a rule there were small
profite shown, totalling in all £2,760.
A few Dbatteries showed losses on cyanid-
ing, namely Darlot £250 and Randalls
£208. The totaul profits in connection
with cyaniding amounted to £7,926, as
against a loss of £1,861. In the battery
treatment we showed a net loss of
£3,725 on crushing aud in tin plants of
£2,750, while on cyaniding there was a
profit of £6,065, there being altogether a
total profit of £4,187 for last year, from
which bad to be deducted additicns and
improvements made to various plants
£2,404. So the actual profit for the
year ending June'1906 was £1,774. That
was all Parliament desired. On the other
hand he had a strong desire to try to
- reduce the costs. Our present crushing
charges were 10s. to l4s, on a sliding
scale, or an average of 12s, and the
eyaniding charges were 10s. a ton, which
meant altogether 225, u ton.  We should
be able to make a -redaction by im-
proving the plants and improving the
administration and by reducing work-
ing expenses. That was the system
he intended to follow. He did not pro-
pose to go farther to-night into the
question except to say that it was his
intention, if the step was approved by
Parliament, to appoint another head to
control the State Batteries branch.

Me. Horan: With separate control
apart from the Minister ¥

Tug MINISTER: No; the Minister
must take the absolute responsibility ;
the Minister must be responsible to
Parliament.

Mx. Jornson: Why did the Minister
try to place the blame on the Superin-
tendent of State Batteries?

Tue MINISTER: While not pretend-
ing to be able to give technical advice,
he had enough common sense to be able
to Jundge of the work of one man against
another. Tn the early days it waseasy to
get a battery manager to control the few
batteries in existence, but when we had
an enormous system working to its pre-
sent extent we required a specialist. He
intended to try to obtain the services of
a specialist whe would be a mining
manager with o thorough knowledge of
metallurgy, and who would be posscssed
of business acumen.

political appointment. He was surprised
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mewmber for Dundas (Mr. Hudsen) in
regard to this matter. Probably the
Lon. member had no desire to be offen-
sive, yet he (the Minister) thought there
was sowething offensive in the manner
of asking the guestions. He desired to
get the best man he possibly could
to run this huge system. It was
his desire to assist the prospectors as
they should be assisted. Parliament
bhad always liberally voted money in
connection with the State Batteries
branch. No doubt the department
had been greatly improved from what
it was four years ago. Big reductions
in charges had been made, and the system
was paying expenses; but if we were to
carry out rmprovements and make farther
reductions and still pay working expenses,
the administration must be better than it
was now. He was prepared to deal with
any criticisms which might he offered in
connection with the department. He
would be pleased to answer any questions
asked, but he did not desire to get awav
from any responmsibility. At the same
time it was only right, when he proposed
to make changes, that he should explain
what he intended to do, so as to enable
members to say whether the chunges
shonld be made or not.

[Mz.IrLivaworte resumed the Chair.]

Mr. BATH: While there was no oh-
jection to the Committee sitting beyond
the termination of the debate upon the
previous matter, the Minister had no jus-
tification for saying that he was goiug to
pass through the whole of his Estimates
at this sitting. He (Mr. Bath) repudi-
ated any impuatation that Opposition
members were guilty of wasting time, and
repudiated any responsibility for the
eccentricities and vagaries of Ministers
in regard to a messagre from another place
on the Land Tax Assessment Bill. Had
a constitutional and proper course been
taken, the discussion on that message
would soon have been finished. The
Minister was well aware that he (Mr.
Bath) had given notice of a motion deal-
ing with the report of the Batteries In-
quiry Beard. Had members been in
possession of that report and been able

' to proceed intelligentl¥ with that motion,

It was not to be a .

the debate upon the motion would have
undoubtedly occupied a whole sitting.

at the questions recently asked by the | The Minister himself would have acqul-
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esced in that, knowing the important
bearing it had, not only on the mining
industry, but on the welfare of the State
and the position of the finances. We
had had to reserve our criticism on
this matter till the discussion of the
Mines Estimates, owing to the length of
time since the board had sat. There was
no justification whatever in trying to
prevent criticism of the Estimates when
dealing with such ap important matter
at this hour of the night. He had com-
plained of the time whieh had elapsed
since the board sent in their report,
and the presentation of that report to
members,
who attended the prospectors’ conference
not to have had copies of that report. Tt
scemed that the attitude of the Minister
for Blines right through had been an
attempt to evude his own responsibility
in regard to this ¢guestion, and to burk
criticism. The attitude of the Minister
to-night at the outset in sitting guiescent,
almost allowing the vote to pass without
any reference to future policy, seemed to
confirm the statement be made, that the
Minister wanted to evade criticism and
his responsibility for the errors which
were so caustically exposed in the report

submitted to members. During the
recess, in the course of a political
address to his coostituents be (Mr,

Bath) made mse of the term that the
administration of the State battery
system by the Minister was rotten.

Twe Minister: The member said
the admiaistration of the Mines Depart-
ment.,

Me. BATH : The bulk of the criticism
wits directed to the administration of the
State batteries and the granting of aid to
prospectors. While it might have been o
vulgar way to express his opinion, it was
certainly truthful, and it was backed up
and confirmed to the utmost degree by
the report of the hoard of inguiry. The
Minister had said that because he (Mr.
Bath) did not mention it on the Address-
in-Reply, he was willing to say in the
Brown Hill constituency what he was not
prepared to say to the Minister's face.
But the reasons he did not do so was
because he was having a controversy with
the Minister, and he refrained from any
criticism at that time, knowing that other
members whe were representative of the
electorates in which a greater number of

It was unfair to members’
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prospectors lived would deal with the
matter fully. Attached to the report
submitted to members we bad the com-
ments which the Minister had asked the
Superintendent of Public Batteries to
subuiit, and in the very first parngraph of
that reply of the superintendent we had
the kernel of the reason for the mal-
administration of the battery department
summed up in a few seotences. The
superintendent could have dispensed
entirely with all other comments in the
various recommendations and paragraphbs,
and could have stopped lis veply at the
end of the first paragraph. Then he
wonld have entirely justified himself so
far as the administration of the batteries
was concerned, and would bave fastened
the blame on the person entitled to bear
it, the present Minister. The superin-
tendent said in his reply :—

Perhaps in my personal interest T may be
permitted to state that, on being selected for
the position I was unacquainted with Govern-
ment procedure, and many of my first-formed
ideas had perforce io fade from my mind. T
was called upon to set a scheme going which,
in spite of present-day developments, had not
watured, and I fully expected to be able to
supervise the-running of public mills equally
as satisfactorily as privately-owned mills are
run, but [ omitted to recognise thatin manag-
ingr State milla I was not master of the situn-
tion. Public opinion had teo be studied, and
the commercial aspect at once disappeared. I
have since found that in endeavouring to
follow a course acceptable to the Minister of
the day, and remain sympathetic to the hody of
prospectors who practically control the system
by the attention paid to their demands, the
title of Superintendent of State Batteries has
become a misnomer,

In these scntences the whole situation was
summed up, the whele responsibility for
the maladministration of the State

batteries department was fastened on the
shoulders of the Minister for Mines ; and
when the member for Mount Margaret,
speaking the other evening, said that.
perhaps blame might be attachable to one
wdividuul and another, he (Mr. Bath) then
sald that in his eriticism he was prepared

to attach the blame to the Minister.

Br. Scappay called attention to the
state of the House.
Bells rung and guorum forined.

Mg. BATH : Tu the printed comments
by the State Mining Engineer, we hud in
paragraph 10 a statement in regard to
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" putside pressure on Superintendent of
State Batteries,” and in paragraph 11
reference to “ interference with Superin-
tendent of State Batteries, Ministerial
control.” Right throughout the report
the hoard resented the interference
excreised by the Minister for Mines in
regard fto the administration of the
department by the Superintendent of
State Batteries, and they practically
exonerated that officer from any blame
for the present condition of the State
Batteries Departwent, because he had
not been given a free hand owing to the
fact that Ministerial control or interfer-
ence had hampered his efforts in such a
way that it had been an impossibility for
him to administer the department in the
way it should be administered. It was
not advisable that the covntrol of the
State Battery Department any more than
that of anv other department of State
should be taken away from the Minister
and vested entirely in the hands of the
permanent head. The recommendation
submitted by the board that the head of
the department should be made practically
independent had been brought on our
shoulders because the Minister for Mines
had not utilised his Mipisterial power
properly. Whatever blame might be
attachable to the Minister for his wrong
administration, we should not be led by
it into supporting any proposal which
would place entire conbrol m the hands
of the permanent head.

Tue MinisreEr: The board said the
superintendent was responsible ouly to
the Minister, and not the permanent
head.

Mr. BATH : The Battery Department
had been used as an adjunct in connec-
tion with the election campaign. Had
the Minister heen able to rise above his
own little considerations or his security in
his own particular electorate we should
not have heard of any of these charges
and not have had this scathing criticism
on the State Battery Department; but
the Minister had not been able to rise
superior to those considerations. In the
Minister's electorate there were no less
than six batteries showing losses. There
were losses at Mount Ida, Mulwarrie,
Pingin, Siberia, Yarrie, and Yerilla. The
Minister had referred to the profit and
loss in regard to the State batteries, but
forgot to say that in the year in which
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such a big profit wus shown the State
batteries were enabled to treat the sands
of the prospectors and "puy the proceeds
into the Treasury. .

Twe Mixisrer : The year 1904 showed
o loss of £5,000.

Mzr. BATH: Because then the pro.
spectors demanded to have some ghare of
the proceeds derived from the treatment
of the sands. A summary of the return
regarding State batteries, given on page
108 of the Report of the Department of
Mines, showed that the profit claimed in
1905 in relation to cyanide plants was
£6,279 14s. 34.; the loss on the working
batteries was £2,613 41, 6d., and on the
tin plant £324 8s. 83d. The total loss on
the batteries and tin plant for the year
being £2,987, and the subtraction of that
from the profit on the cyanide plants of
£6,279, left a profit for that year of
£8,342. In regard to the profits earned
by State batteries we wmust turn to the
report of the board of inquiry, where it
was pointed out that the total loss on the
State Batteries Department was £12,000,
According to the report of the Mines
Department for 1905, in that year
£129,999 was expended from loan on
State treatment plants and £87,082 from

.revenue, a total of £217,000; and so far

the operations showed a loss of £11,000,
no account being taken of interest on
capital and depreciation of plant. Possi-
bly we should not expect u profit on
hatteries erected out of revenuve; but
what could we think of the Government
who stated their only desire was tospend
money on veproductive works paying
interest ut least, when we found that on
State batteries 1; times as much was
spent out of revenue as out of loan. If
this policy countinued, unless greater cave
was shown in administration the loss
would Dbe perpetuated, and must be
borne together with interest on loan
moneys by the revenue. Surely this was
ununecessary. Near Kalgoorlie was a
battery let out to people with stone to
crush, the total cost of treatment being
only 5s. per ton; and we might be sure
the owners did not let the plant for weeks
at a time without a profit. With pro.
per administration free from personal
influence, the same could be done with
our State batteries; but no such result
could be expected from the present Min-
ister, who used the Dhatteries as an
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election advertising medium, as a means
of elevating himself in the eyes of some
few in bis own electorate, at the expense
of the prospectors throughout the State.
Prospectors in the electorates of Opposi-
tionists reveived no consideration what-
ever. Their requests for wuter and
other facilities had been denied for years
and still remained unsatisfied, while
batteries were spread all over the Minis-
ter's awn electorate.

- Tue Mivtster: Whe built thom ?
Mr. BATH: The Minister for Mines,
Tue Mivisrer: The hon. member

should stick to facts. Tet him mention

some which he (the Mioister) had
authorisel, save the battery at Menzies.
Mr, BATH: The battery bourd re-
commuended that capital already expended
should be regurded as State aid to the
mining industry. To that course one
would not object if we could differentiute
hetween those who had undeservedly
secured such assistance and those who
merited it. Making this differentiation,
he would not be uverse to continue the
policy uf usking Parliament cach year to
place a smn on the Estimates to com-
pensate for the loss incurred Dby the
operation of BState batteries. But in
present circurnstinces we could not hope
to wmake that differentiation. If uoder
the present administration the State
hatteries were run at a loss, it was not
fair that the pe -ple of this State should
be asked to bear thatloss in order to feed
the proprietors of rich shows such as the
Fenian at Meekatharra, an immensely
profitable concern, or the fairly rich shows
at Burtville which returned considerable
dividends. Why for the sake of them
ruz State batteries at a loss? There
was need for clearer differentiation
between mine-owoers and leasebolders of
that kind, and those who were developing
their shows with small profit to them-
selves, and who therefore needed sowe
State assistance. This braoch of the
department should be placed above all
party und Ministerial considerations, and
with good business admintstration the
batteries could pay expenses and interest
on loan capital, while making a reduction
in their charges. o assist struggling pro-
spectors he would vote a substantial sum ;
but that assistance should not be distri-
buted according to the sweet will of the
Minister. The vote should be cut out
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between the various districts, with some
regard to their needs; and in each district
weshould eall in the advice of local boards,
representative of prospectors. Then the
Batteries Branch would be a business
concern, and the vote fairly allocated
throughout the goldfields. The whole of
the buttery board report was a condemna-
tion of the Minister. Throughout the
pages of history none was held up to
greater execration than the man who,
having his blunders exzposed, tried to
throw the responsibility on the shonlders
of someone unable to defend himself.

ALL-NIGHT SITTING.

[12 o'clock, midnight.]

Mr. BATH (continuing) : 'There was
nothing more contemptible than the
atteinpts on the part of the Minister to
dodge responsibility for the administra-
tion of the Stute Batteries Branch, and
to shelve it on the Superintendent of
State Batteries. It was to be expected
that in building up this departnent
errors would be committed for which,
perhaps, the superintendent should be
held responsible; but when it came to
placing the blumne for the general mal.
adminmstration of this systew it conld not
be placed on that officer’s shoulders. If
the Minister dismissed the superinten.
dent and placed someone else in the
position, the Minister was making a
scapeyoat of the superintendent for his
own sins. One could understand the
Minister's auxiety to dodge responsibility
for the State Batteries Branch, be-
cause the one thread on which the
reputation of the Minister hung was the
administration of the State batteries.
The Minister's friends said the Minister
was not much good for anything else,
that he bad made mistakes in every
department, but that he had donea good
job in the State Batteries Branch;
and now this report of the Baiteries
Inguiry Board cut thal thread and the
reputation of the Minister as an ad--
ministrator fell to the ground. His in-
capacity in even this department would
be seen throughout the State if the
people were made conversant with the
seathing criticisms contained in the re-
port.

Mgr. JOHNSON: The sole responsi-
bility for the administration of the
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State batteries rested on the shoulders of
the present Minister. It was true that
he (Mr. Johnson) for ten minutes, as the
Minister said, had administered this
branch of the Mives Department, and
that Mr. Hastie administered it for about
12 months; but apart from these terms,
the whole of the administration of the
State batteries had been in the hands of
the present Minister.

The Mivister: No; there were three
years before hig period of office.

Mr. JOHNSON: When the Minister
was speaking on the poldfields, especially
at Menzies, the hon. gentleman claimed
to be solely responsible for the State
batteries system, and went to the extent
of saying that though Sir Jobn Forrest
had proposed cerfain things, he (the
Minister) was the one who thoroughly
introduced and established the system.

Tae MINISTER: That siatement
ghould be withdrawn, . It was without
foundation. He would not be so foolish
a8 to go into a constituency like Menzies
and make such a statement. The State
batteries system was advocated in the
year before he cawe 1o Parliament by
Sir John Forrest, and it was working for
three years before he assumed control of
the departwment. The statement should
be withdrawn,

Mgr. JOHNSON withdrew; but the
hon. gentleman had undoubtedly claimed
to have established the State battery
system and put it on a firm basis, ahd to
have made it an up-to-date system. The
Minister said now he was dissatisfied with
the administration of the batteries, and
repeatedly when introducing the Ksti-
mates and speaking in the House had
complained that the administration of
the department was not altogether satis-
factory ; but the Minister forgot that he
was solely responsible for any malad-
ministration, If the Minister was dis-
satistied why did he not alter things?
Other Ministers shouldered vesponai-
bility for any complaints in regard to the
administration of their departments, and
the Minister for Mines in connection with
any olher branch of his department took
responsibility for ils admimstration. Tt
was sirange that in the State batteriea
system the Minister shuffled out of the
responsibility and tried in a miserable
way to put it on the Superintendent
of State Batteries, who could not de-
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fend himself in the House. Not only
did the Minister do this in the House,
but on the goldfields he created dissatis-
faction agamst the management of the
system. If the Superintendent of State
Batteries had failed it was only because
of the political interference of the Minis-
ter. The Minister had brought down the
defence the officer had made in connec-
tion with the charges levelled against his
branch by the Batteries Inquirs Board ;
but members were not given an oppor-
tunity of reading it in orderthat they might
protect the superintendent against the
accusations and insinuations of incom-
petency made by the Minister to-night.
He resented strongly the remarks of the
Minister. We had to look at the reason
for this board being appointed. It was
true that during the election campaign
the Minister stated he intended to uppoint
a board, and it was said the board was
appointed to whitewash the Minister and
place the responsibility for the malad-
ministration of the departrents on the
superintendent. We found by the utter-
ances of the Minister to-night that these
opinions were only too true. The board
did not bring in the finding the Minister
thought they would, but they found that
owing to political interference the super-
tendent was hampered in the administra-
tion of his department. The Minister
had said he bad always tried to make the
batteries pay, and that he did not want to
follow the policy initiated by the member
for Grnildford and make them pay interest
and sinking fund. The member for
Guildford never wanted to make the State
batteries pay interest and sinking fund,
and when the Minister told the people on
the goldfields that, he was stating an
untruth.

Tae MINISTER: The hon. member
should withdraw that statement.

Mr. JOHNSON: The Minister made
an ipcorrect statement, and konew when he
made it: that it was incorrect.

Tee MINISTER: The member would
not make the statements outside which he
was making here.

Mr. JOHNSON was perfectly pre-
pared to make the statement that the
Minister’s remarks were incorrect.

Teg CHATRMAN : The member was
not in order in saying that the Minister
had made an incorrect statement.
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M=z. JOHNSON withdrew the remark. ' addressed he had to refute that argu-

If the Minister wished him to make the
statement outside, he would do so quick
and lively.

Me. JOHNSON (continuning): The
Minister for Mines had stated to-night

that while he (Mr. Johnson) was Minister -

for Mines he tried to make theé batteries
pay interest and sinking fund. When be
went into the Mines Department he did
s0 ab the request of his chief, to try and
cot down the cost of administration of
that department, and to pay first atten-
tion to the State batteries. He devoted
his first attention to that matter, and in
order to get hold of some basis to work
upon he asked for some particulars as to
the moneys expended on the Siate battery
systemn, the revenue earned, and the profit
or loss made from the inception to the
present date. The officers pointed out
that no balance-sheet had ever been pre-
pared, and that it would take a consider.
able time to get out a thorough balance-
sheet. He (Mr. Johnoson) instructed the
officers to get out a baline..sheet similar
o a stutement which wonld be drawn up
by any busicess firm or private firm if
operating these batteries. He told the
officers to get out a balance-sheet allow-
ing for capital expenditure out of revenue,
the interest on loan, and the sinking
fund, and allowing the usual depreciation
on machinery. That was brought out in
order to have a basis to work from. He
was not in the depwrtmént long enough
to earry out his policy. He had not time
to do anything farther than get hold of
the starting point, but the Minister had
inferred that the work was brought to a
finish. The Minister went through the
goldfields stating that because he (Mr.
Johunson) got out a balance-sheet it was
his intention to make the batteries pay
interest and sinking fund. That was
totally incorrect. He (Mr. Johnson) was
charged by the Minister that he intended
to increase the cost of crushing to pro.
spectors, to make the battery system pay
interest and sinking fund. The Minister
was unfair to him when he made that
accusation. Every goldfields member
when seeking re-election had to com-
bat this argument which was put for-
ward by the Minister. The imputation
was cast on him throughout the
goldfields, and at every meeling that he

ment.

Tue Mixsrer: Would the member
uote ?

Mg, JOHXSON : Other members

would do so. L the hon. mewmwber wished
him tu do it he would get the papers
and quote them at some length.

Tue Mivister would be quite pre-
pared for the hon. member.

Mg, JOHNSON: The balunce-sheet
was referred Lo by him to show the mis-
representation we had from the Minister
in cunnection with his recent campaign
and the campaign of others, during the
last general election. ‘'he Minister mis-
represented the Labowr party and him-
sell. (Mr. Johnson) wlen he stated on
the goldfields that it was the intention
of the Labour party and of him {Mr.
Johnson} to make State batteries pay
interest and sinking fund.  The Minister
expected him to-night to justify his action
in stating that assayers should be abolished
and the position of manager and assayer
combined. He had never said that. He
believed that Mr. Hastie. the then Minister
for Mines. had written something to that
eftect, but he {Mr. Johnson) was nut
responsible in any way for that question.
He had never written a minute on it,
and was in no way responsible. The
Minister admitted he was dissatisfied with
the administration of the department.
e would not take the responsilility of
the administration of that particular
branch. and tried to put the responsibility
on the superintendent. He (Mr. John-
son} had been going to set himsel to
reorganise the department and place it
on something like business lines. and
endeavour to give general satisfaction to
the prospector and to the State. He
had a conference with all the ofticers
connected with the State battery systein.
He had the assistance of Mr Powell. a
very competent officer, whose appoint-
ment was severely criticised by the present
Minister. Since the prescnt Minister took
over the administration Mr. Powell had
left the department, but he had been
able to get an appointment in Victoria
worth £730 per annum. After that
conference he (Mr. Johnson) got the
officers to report on different phases of
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the administration or the working of the
State battery system. He also obtained
a report from the State Mining Engineer.
and togetler they went into the whole
question of the dissatisfaction existing in
connection with the working of the State
batteries. So exhaustively lLad they gone
intu the question that they found from the
report of the board of inquiry that the
board had only waded through those
files and had only discovered what was
already on record in the Mines Depart-
ment. It had cost the country £1,200
for the board of inquiry to go through
files and come to the same conclusions
as had been arrived at by the officers
of the Mines Department. After getting
the advice of those expert ofticers he gave
ingtructions for a circular to be sent to
every prospectors and leaseholders' asso-
ciativn where they had 4 hattery. in order
that they could criticise the proposals,
and that by the criticisms he could wrrive
at a conclusion as to the hest means of
reorganising  that subdepartment. Al-
though on the 17th August 1905 he
issued instructions for that circulur to
be sent out, the circular had not been
sent out when he left the department
on the 26th August. During the con-
test at the time of the presunt Minister's
re-clectin it was urged against him (Mr.
Johnson) by the Minister that he had
not sent out that cireulur. At a meeting
at Koulkynie, an interjection reached him
to the effect that the Minister had not
gtopped that circular from going out, and
that the circular was never issued. e
remarked, * [ Mr. Gregory were here
himself. he would admit that cireular
had been stopped from heing issued to
the leascholders and prospectors’ associa-
tion.”™ He was then told that the intar-
jector was Mr. Gregory himself. He then
turned round and said if he could not prove
the Minister had stopped that circular
from going out he would nat only resign
his seit in Parliament, but would retire
far ever from public life. That was a
direct challenge to the Minister; and
to show his boni fides he went to the
department and asked the Minister to
produce the file showing whether the
circular had heen stopped; but the
Minister absolutely declined to produce
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it, making some excuse. Only recently
was the file placed on the table, and it
showad the circular was issued on the
17th August. Owing to some delay ex-
plained on the file, the circular had not
been issued when the Minister assumed
conkrol, and one of his first acts wus to
give instructions that the circular should
not go out; yet he stated at a public
meeting during an clection campaign,
and to sseure his retursn, that he did not
stop the circular; oand this stitement
was made only o few duys after he had
stopped it, when he could not have for-
gotten the minute which he wrote with
that obhject. The Labour Government,
wishing to reorganise the Stute battery
system, had made a start with a proposal
to the Leaseholders and ’rospectors’ Asso-
ciation, introducing & new system which
wuilid not have cost the State £1,200 like
the Batteries Inquiry Board, whose report
was, as the Minister admitted, of no use
except that it would lead to the dismissal
of the present Superintendent of Batteries
and the appeintment of another man.

THE MixisTER had never used the worl
dismissal, and the hon. member had no
right to use it.

Mr. JOHNSON: Someone else was
to be appointed. One was pleased to
hear the superintendent was not to be
dismissed.  Would there be two super-
intendents 2 ‘Lhe present superintendent
would be a distinct loss to the department.
Both the Minister and the Lubour Govern-
ment recognised the need for reorganisa-
tion ; but the Miwister spent £1,200 in
an unsuccessful attempt to secure this,
whereas the Labour Government would
have done it themselves. ‘The Minister,
the Attorney General, and several others
who stood in opposition to the Labour
party accused the latter of increasing
State battery charges. A mistake was
made by the departmental officers in the
interpretation of his (Mr. Johnson's) in-
structions. when Minister for Mines, to
increase certain battery charges; and
prior to making this attack on him the
present Minister, as shown by his minute,
recognised that a nustake had heen made.
On the 2nd June 1905, a report was
received from the manager of the 20-
Mile Sandy Oreek battery that he had
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put through a very rich crushing for the | unnceessary. ‘The Minister in numerous

Custlemaine of three tons. returning
8280zs., leaving in the sands 1.435 tons;
vet the manager stated the fiovernment
had made an absolute loss on the crushing.
Adter reading the report he {Mr. Johnson)
wrote on a covering minute attachel to
i, on the st July 1903, ta the Under
Secretary for Mines: “1 think these
rich erushings should be subject to a
special impost.” That minute went from
the Under Secretary to the superintend-
ent of State Batteries, who drew up a
proposal for incressing the charges in
respect of such erushiags. ‘I'he Under
Seeretary sent on the ninute to him
{Mr. Jolnson), suggesting an alteration
in the recommendation of the Superin-
tendent. He (Mr. Johnson) concuved
in the suggestion of the Under Secretary,
clearly understanding that Le was dealing
. with the 20-Mite Sandy Creek battery.
to which the whole correspondence re-
ferred. his minute being attached to the
report of the manager of that battery.
His approval of the increased charge
referred to this batlery only. However.
the file contained a note in some unkown
handwriting that when the minute was
dealt with 1t should be put in the sliding
seale file--an altogether different jucket.
Why that was done he (Mr. Johnsoen)
did not know. ‘U'be superintendent took
the instructions to mean that the inereuse
was to apply to all botteries. 'Lhe minute
having been removed from the one
battery file and placed on the general
sliding scale battery charges file, the suger-
intendent toolg it as a dircction that it
should be sent out to every battery
throughout the State. It was sent out
just previous to the resignation of the
Lalour Goverminent. and the present
Minister went throughout the guldfields
saving that the increased charges were
approved of iy the Labour Goverument.
‘That was ineorrect. He {Me. Johnson)
could not say anything stronger.

Tue MNistER: Why not quote his
{the Minister’s) statements ¢

Me. JOHXSON: The file was full of
newspaper reports.
to stonewall or weary the House It

He did not cdesire '

wayvs accusedl the Labour Government
of ingreasing the battery charges generally,
and whon that statement was denied the
Minister produced a telegram that came
into the office on the 23rd August. The
resignations of the Labuur Ministers must
have been in on the 22nd August, and
on the 2ird August he (Mr. Johnson)
was not Minister for Mines, but was
merely carrying on awaiting the appount-
ment ol his successor.

Tur MxsTer : Why did not the hon.
member leave the matter to be dealt with
Ly his successor ¢

Mu. JOTTNSOXN: A telegram came
from the Prospectors’ and Leaseholders™
Association as follows :—

At n mesting of the executive committee of
combined Prospectors and Teaseholders’ As-
sociation, held at Leonora on the 20th instant,
it was resolved fo enter an emphatic protest
against the recent increased crushing charges.
Would you kindly withhold your sanction to
increase pending communications from us ?
He (Mr. Johnson) replied that he could
not reconsider his decision. When he
started with the matter he had dealt
with the 20-Mile Sandy battery. The
whule of the disenssion was in connection
with that bastery, hut by some means
or other it was transferred to the general
sliding scale file, and the superintendent
sent out a circular to every Ntate battery
increasing the charges. Having no idea
that the civcular had gone out, when he
received the telegram he imagined that
the associution were dealing with the
20-Mile Sandy battery, and that a com-
wmunication had  been received by the
association from 20-Mile Sandy pro-
testing against the increased charge. le
did not give much consideration to the
matter because he would not reconsider
his decision in connection with the rich
crushings at that battery, and he wrote
simply stating that he could not recon-
sider. The present Minister for Mines
on the 23th -August wrote—

To my mjod this appears to bhave bheen
brought forward through the special instance
quoted at the 20-Mile Sandy battery.

One could only arrive at the inference
that the Minister realised the extra charge

would take too much time to read those & was not intended to apply to all hatteries.
newspaper reports and it was absolutely | However, the Minister afterwards went
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throughout the goldfields and tried to
injure the candidature of every member
of the Opposition by stating that the
Labour (tovernment intended to incresse
the battery charges throughout Western
Australia.  That statement was incorrect
because it was only through a technical
error in the Mines Departinent that the
charges were made general instead of
applying to one battery anly.

MR. Batit: That was characteristic of
the Minister’s tactics.

Mg, JOHNSON: The Leaseholders
and Prospectors’ Association must see that
an injustice was done to the Labour

party by the statements made by the

Minister, and members must realise how
difficult it was to be continually com-
bating these statements.  He was anxious
to contradict the Minister. but when he
went to the Minister's oftice to get the
files the Minister would not produce them.
To sum up the report of the Batteries
Inquiry Board, it was a reflection on the
Minister. ‘I'rue, the board went into the
question of treating slimes and sands,
the standardising of batteries and leeping
plans at the head office; but all these
things had been recommended by the
Superintendent of State Batteries for years
past. The superintendent wanted stan-
dardised plants during his term of oftice.
but it conld not be dane unless funds were
provided. It was the sume with plans.
In any method the board recommended
it would be found it was already dealt
with in the department, and the Minister,
if he desired these recommendations,
could have got them from the ofticers
of the department. The final conclusion
arrived at by the board was that the
Superintendent of State Butteries could
have obtained better results if he had not
been subjected to interference by the
Minister and Secretary for Mines, and
thut the superintendent was too pliable
and teo anxious to accord with the inter-
ference. But how could the superintend-
ent refuse to comply with the recom-
mendations of the Minister ¥ The un-
fortunate part of it was that the super-
intendent was too willing to take verbal
instruetions instead of getting them on the
files. [f we had a little more on the files
of the Mines Department we would have
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a little more blame to lay at the door of
the present Minister. Instructions were
given verbally, and when anything turned
out a success on these verbal instructions
the Minister took the ecredit, but if it
turned out otherwise the superintendent
wag ab fault.  After he had been in the
department a week or two he stated
that what we wanted was & board con-
trolled by the Minister. the Minister to
outline the general policy and the expert
officers to carry out the details.  We eonld
do that in counection with our other
trading coneerns ; why could we not do
it in connection with our State batteries ?
The Minister had too many battéries in
his own electorate. 1t would have paid
the Minister better to deal with the
general policy and leave details alone.
1f the Minister had laid dewn the gencral
policy and allowed the officers of the
department to carry out the details, we
would not have had the aceusations
against the Superintendent of Batteries.
That officer was absolutely competent
for his position, and if there was any
fault in his administration it was attri-
butuble to the Minister. If the Minister
dismissed that officer he would be guilty
of covering up his own misdeeds by so
doing.

Tde MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member had a peculiar record.  QOne
had expected some strong attacks, more
especially from this member, because
inside and nutside the House the member
had been muking statements as to what
he intended to do in regard to the battery
department. At the general election, the
member vushed through his (the
Minister’s) constituency and fought hard
in favour of the opposing candidate, and
when the member for Guildiopd made
up his mind to *go strong,” there was
little [imit to what he would say. He
{the Minister) happened to have a report
of the meeting held in Kalgoorlie where
the member talked of the rowdy crew,
the unsernpulous crew, and the dishonest
crew.  Flon. mombers should be made
aware of statements this member made
when he got outside. LThe Leader of the
Opposition had said that on the majority
of the batteries there was a lags, that these
batteries were in the Minister’s electorate,
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while the batteries in other districts were !
profitable. It was stated that special |
lacilities were given in the Minister's |
constituency which were not given in '
others.  But the fact was. these facilities
were given while he (the Minister) was
not in office. When speaking on the
public platform, he told the people of
Mulline and Menzies that he was not
prepared to give rebates in one instance
which he was not prepared to give in
others, and he declaimed against such
principle. ‘'he member for Guildford,
then Minister for Mines and econtrolling
the railways as well for six weeks had
all but re-erganised this department when
an ungratetul Parliament turned him
- out of office. The hen. member stated -
later that a board was appuinted with
the object of whitewuashing the Minister
{(Mr. tiregory)  DProbably the member
might have had an idea of that sort. hut
he (the Minister) simply tried to get two
Lionourable men to advise him as to what
was the best to be dope for the future
He wanted to find out what was
best in the interests of the battery
system of Western \ustralia. In regard
to the balance-sheet the member said so
much about. the member forgnt that he
published this halance-sheet in the Kal-
goorlie Mincr a fortnight or three weeks
after he left office. The hon. member
said that when he got into the Mines
" Department he could find no  official
records.  He (Mr. Gregory) had been look-
ing anxiously for the member’s minute
to Cabinet in connection with the Ire-
mantle rulway station. but could not
find it. He was not in the habit of giving
verbal instruetions, and when he placed
instructions on the file he was anxious
to keep them there. In connection with
the increased battery charges, the mem-
ber's memory was at fault, for he could
not remember what had ocecurred.  He
(the Minister) had stated that in the
event of a customer being dissatisficd with
the charges at a battery, he could appeal
to the Minister.

M am, Weidnesday.]

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES {(con-
tinuing): That was what he did. and
it was what gave the hon. member the
gue that the increased charge was only

.
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tn apply to Nullagine. Ln paragraph aiter
paragraph we read impassioned speeches
by the hon. member and caustic criticisms
upon him (the Minister). 1 members
had gone down to that eonstituency and
listened to the abuse by the hon. member
they would have been able tn form some
good idea oi the class of eriticism he (the
Minister) was subjected to in dealing
with these batlery charges. ‘The hon.
member went to his {the Minister’s) con-
stituents and told them that in regard
to these increased crushing charges it
wans merely a blunder on his part. and
that had he remuined in office a few days
longer he wonid have ecancelled them.
What were the facts? An incident
ocgurred in relation to a small pareel of
stone. ‘The manager sent a report and
asked that he should be allowed to make
a higher charge, and instructions were
given that stone worth two ounces to the
ton should be charged 17s. Gd. per ton
for treatment. and that the charge should
be raised to £1 per ton for stone giving
five ounees to the ton. On the 22nd
Angust a special meeting of the pros-
pectors’ association was held at Leonora,
and they sent a telegram to the Minister
asking about these increased charges.
A speeial meeting was held at Menzies,
and they sent word to the Minister, who
was in oftice three days longer. and the
hon. member was asked not to allow
those inerensed charges to take effect.
He told them it was simply a mistake,
and that had he remained twe days longer
in office he wonld have cancelled them.
Then he (Mr. Gregory) produced a
published telegram sent to the then
Minister (Mr. Johnson) by the pros-
pectors’ organisation, and there was his
refusal to reconsider his decision.  Then
the hon. member turned round and said,
“I never intended it to apply to the
perple of Nullagine.” The hon. member
had never said that therc should he a
speciel charge on the people at Nulla-
gine.

Me. UxpErwoop: YWhy was it there
now ?

Tue MINISTER: The charges had
been hrought down by him nearly 40
per cent. as compared with those im-
posed by the hon. member (Mr. Johnson).
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He did not wish the insinuations made
by the hon. member to go on record
without making some conument in regard
to this recrgarmsation scheme which the
hon. member had autlined so extensively.
‘Lhe Kalgoorlse Miner, published on the
12th September, reported that he (Mr.
Gregory) said that the ex-Minister for
Mines had had the impudence to sav
he had suppressed the cireular ordered
to he sent to the leassholders’ assuciation,
but that assertion was absslutely untrue.
The circular was framed on the 4th
August, tinally revised on che 18th
August. and had not been ecirculated
when Mr. Johnson left office eight days
later. The [faets were that the hon.
member wus preparing some sovt of
reorganisation scheme. When he (Mr.
Gregory) saw it he perceived the stupidity
of it, just as clearly as did the State Mining
lingineer, as shown in that officer’s re-
port.  1f the hon. meinber had had any
desire to send that circular out he would
have done so. 1 there was any suppres-
sion it was due entirely to the hon. mem-
her himself.

Mr. Bate: The hon gentleman (the
Minister for Mines) spent £1,200 to expose
his own incompetency.

Tue MINISTER: [If unvone only
gpent two minutes in examining the facts
he would see .how incorrect the hon.
meimber was in Jus statement with regard
to the lossas in his (the Mimster’s) own
district.

MR- Bari had only guoted irom the
Minister’s own report.

e MINISLER ; Then the hon mem-
ber misquoted. because the hon. member
statec that there were only two hatteries
showing a profit there.

Mgr. Barn had not made any such
stateinent.

THe MINISTER:
member say ?

Mg, Bati: What he quoted was in-
formation regarding the batteries in the
hon. member's electorate which showed
a luss.  He said there were six of them—
& majority.

Tie MINISTER : That stutement was
equally incorrect.  Only two batteries in
his district showed a loss. The 20-Mile
Sandy Creck battery had nmade a con-

What did the hon.
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siderable reduction in charges since the
member for Guildford (Mr. Johnson) left
office.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: 'The 20-Mile
Sancdy Creek battery was still charging
considerably more for erushing than any
other battery in the State. 'The owners
of the Castlemaine claim weve prepared
to pay any reasonable charge ; and their
crushing mentioned to-night cunsisted of
three tons of stone, Y0 per cent. of ex-
traction by cyanide. 43o0zs. to the ton.
This battery charged 4seto 5s. a tod
more than any other battery. That the
battery had not been kept working full
time was not altogether the fault of the
district. A windmill erected in lien of
a steam pump had proved a failure;
and he and many others with stone to
crush had wasted weeks waiting for wind.
This was one of the most difticult districts
for the miner, and deserved specinl con-
sideration. Carting the stone was the
chief difliculty, fodder costing as much
as 3bs. a bale. Oaly in 2 good season
when feed was plentiful could stone be
carted to the hattery. Irrespective of
personal differences between present and
past Ministers, the 20-Mile Sandy Creck
pattery should be fairly treated. and the
prices reduced to the normal level.

Tue MIssTER had reduced them by
nearly 10s. a ton.

Mir. HOLMAN: The Minister took
eredit for reducing charges at the 20-Mile
battery ; hut seme 10 or 12 months after
the Minister tool offiee he still compelled
pesple in that district to puy 22s. a ton
and over for crushing ; or that was the
average cost for the first three months
of this year.

i Mixsrew had made the reduction
abont April of this year.

MR HOLMAN believed the cost of
treatment was almost as high at Yunda-
mindera.

Tue MINIsTER : A profit was made at
20-Mile Sandy Creek.

Mr. HOLMAXN: Why any differentia-
tion? ‘'he people in the North-West
should - have the same advantage as
people elsewhere. DPut all the hatteries
on an equal basis. Last year the total
loss at Yundumindera was nearly £800.
The whole of the crushing cost the State
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10s. per ton, that heing practically a
bonus given by the Uovernment. Such
assistatice was not given in other parts
of the State. ‘The Minister said the
whole of the batteries in his electorate,
with one or two exceptions, paid; but
according to pige 107 of the repwrt there
were in 1905 losses at Mount Lda, Mul-
warrie: Mnjin, Siberin, Yurri, Yerilla—
all in the Jlinister's electorate. There
were losses in six batteries out of nine
situnted in the Menzes electorate during
1905. ‘L'he information given by the
Minister should be the siumne as that given
in the public reports. On several ncca-
sions Nhmsters deniedl statenients con-
tained in reports lud on the tuble. In
Al probability it wowld be said that the
Oppusition  had stunewalled to prevent
these Lstimnates going through. 1f so,
it would be unfair. The Minister tnok
more time to-night speaking on these
Estimates than all the other speakers.
Due credit should be given to the Opposi-
tion by the Press when the Opposition
took a stand in endeavouring to safeguard
the expenditure of public money. The
question of State batteries and giving
agsistance to prospectors was above party
questions. All members should unite to
push lorward the leading industry of the
state, and no better assistance could he
given to thut industry than careful ad-
ministration and the proper working of
the batteries system. When the Superin-
tendent of State Batteries did good work
the Minister did not fuil to tuke the credit
for it: but on every occusion when the
Minister should have taken responsibility
for the mistakes that had oceurred through
his own instructions, he had never failed
to lay the blame on the superintendent.
That wass unfzir. and it was a fhing no
honourable man would countenance. It
was shown in the repart of the Batteries
[nquiry Board that the superintendent
had roceived blame when the Minister
should have shouldered the responsibilicy.
The Minister said the system was paving.
but the erushing plants were not paying,
nor would they ever pay. ''he Minister
failed to inform the Committee that the
whole of the profits had been received
from the working of the eyanide plants.
The charges which were made in con-

[13 Noveuner, 1906.]

" ing our batteries.

2363

Mines, Batieries,

nection with cyaniding at State batteries
were too igh. At present we liad twenty
cvanide plants at work, and all the profits
each vear on State batteries had been
brought ahout since the introduction of
cyanide plants in 1901, The warking
of the Lutterics system was not satisfactory.
The Batteries Inquiry Buard took long
enough to furnish their report, but they
did not visit the Murchison, and no re-
purt could be eomplete without the board
visiting at any rate part of the Murchison.
‘I'he plants on the Murchison worked under
very different conditions from plints on
Eastern Goldfields. 'The Minister should
he 1mpressed with the necessity of getting
sonie 1nore EUOHD['ﬂiC‘JI means of work-
We might adopt oil
engines or producer-gas plants. Some
trial might he undertaken at an eurly
date to see whether some more economical
svstem of power could not be introduced.
The State Mining Engineer recommended
it.

The MinisTer ;. Special reperts were
being obtained from London ahout the
produccr-gas plants. .

Mr. HOLMAN : At Wiluna, where the
water was bad and fuel was scaree, pro-
ducer-gas plants would save 3Js. or 4s.
a ton in crushing. 1n several other diree-
tions savings could be effected if thut
system werc introduced, but the system
had not been tried in Western Australia.
‘There were scores of these plants in South
Australia at the present time. When the
Minister tested that system, no doubt
he would do so with Collie eoal. The
manufacturers were willing to instal a
plant in any part of Western Australia,
and would not require that plant to he
taken over until it had been thoroughly
proved. All through the report of the
Battery Board it was shown that the
whole blame for the maladministration
rested on the Minister. At Meekatharra
at the present time a plant had been
evected ai the instigation of the Minister.
but it was nob being worked. That was
owing to bad adiuinistration an the
purt of the Minister in not obtaining o
proper supply of water. 'I'he reputation
which the Minister had given to him
by the Press was not borne out by the
records of the department. Although it
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might be s2id members ohstructed other
Estimates, there was no obstruction
shown towards the Minister at any time
in carrying out departmental work or in
putting his Lstimates through. Every
possible assistance was given to the
Minister to make the Mines Department
and State Battery Department a success,
but the Minister did not give menibers
eredit for any assistance rendered. If
the same consideration were given to
other districts as was given in the Menzies
electorate, the conditions of mining here
would be much better than obtained
to-day.  Although a promise had been
made to erect a battery at Nannine, so
far no definite move had been made to
call for tenders

Tuk Mivster:  Instructions to call
for tenders instantly had been given to-
day.
Mg, IIOLMAN : At Nannine there were
a good many thousand ounces turned
out, and there was extreme necessity for
the crection of a buttery. If one were
erccted the place would open up well.
At present there were thousands of tong
of ore ready to be crushed and no battery
near the place. The stone had to be
sent to Tuckanwrra. The Minister had
statel that it was his intention to appoint
a new superintendent of buatteries. He
hoped the appointment would be a wise
one, but the present superintendent had
nnt been given an opportunity of showing
what work he conld accomplish.  1he
present superintendent had ia  the
past tried to do his work in a eonscientious
manner. The information now supplied
showed beyond u doubt that the superin-
tendent had heen forced, owing to the
Minister having control over him and
to the directions given by the Minister,
to give decisions to carry out work against
his own will and regnlations. It was
impossible for an ofticer to do his work
when required to do that time after time.
He hoped an opportunity would be given
to the superintendent to show that the
work he had done in the past had not
been his own worl, and that opportunity
had not heen given hin to male this
svstem u better success than it had been
in the past. It was a question whether
a hoard would make any great success
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in regard to new batteries. Reading the
reports would lead one to suppose that
the State Mining Engineer had an idea
that he was the only one who could fill
the position. The work done hy the
State Mining Engineer, however, did not
warrant his receiving another appoint-
ment until he had proved himself a better
man than he had done up to the present.
One would vrefer that the present super-
intendent should be given an opportunity
to look into the system and reorganise
it on a proper basis. He did not desire
to stop here all night, and was not going
to do so; but he asked the Minister and
the Premier not to insist on the unwise
policy of forcing the Estimates through
at such a late hour.

Me. HUDSON desived to make a per-
sonal explunation, as he felt very keenly
the attitude adopted by the AMimister for
Mines in regard to withholding informa-
tion which the Committee were entitled
to have. We had the recomumendations
but not the full printed report of the
State Batteries Inquiry Board. He was
sorry if anything he said on that occasion
caused ofence to the Minister, but he
felt that he had a right to make those
observations, and those observations were
justificd because we now had the report
from the State Butteries Inquiry Board.
and sume farther information from the
Minister. Lhe report spoke for itself. and
was a thorongh condemnation of the
worle which had heen going on in the
Mines Depurtinent. In regard to State
batteries he wus glad to have the assurance
of the Minister that the hon. gentleman
intended to appuint svmeone capable of
doing something better than had been
done in, the puast. and he hoped the
Minister would be suceessful in obtuining
someone to fill that position.

Mr. TROY moved that progress be
reported.

Question put. and a division taken with

the following result :--
Ayes
Noes

<l &=

Majority against ..,
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Mr. Bath L e Brown g}‘mgi: qo;n,p:}ele s].lihsl.{f;}(:l:,lou]. 'The sands
Mr, Heilmanp Mr. Cowcher were fairlv ¢ mnllockv;™ they held con-
k. olmun F. 1)avies H . . 1
M Homm Mr. Eddy siderable water, and could not absorb
%f" Hudson A, gwn?g sufficient solution. But the residues were
I. JOhbson MT. Gorden
ﬁ;‘ Seaddua Ar. Gregory :ﬁe:; nearly as; ;alttlahle fts ti?lf sands.
- Troy - Hardwic at wuas unsatisfactory; fur the pros-
Mr. Undérwood Mr. Tl rth . N ? .
Mr, Ware Mr. Keenan pector, particularly in a low-grade dis-
Mr. Collier (Teilar). el triet, needed the best possible return.
Mr. N, J. Moore Let the Goverpment revert to the old
My Smith process by which the sand was first dried
Mr. A. J. Wilson before being placed in the vats. When
Mr. F. Wilson

Mr. Laymao {Tecller).
Motion thus negatived; the discussion
coutinued.

[Mg. InLiveworTH took the Chair.]

Mz. TROY regretted that despite re-
peated applications from Mt. Magnet the
Inquiry Battery Board was not sent to the
Murcbison. In bis electorate were three
batteries coucerning which grave com-
plaints were made from time to time, and
the Miuister promised an investigation,
promised that the inquiry board would
visit Boogardie, and subsequently pro-
mised that an inspector would be sent
there. A month had elapsed since the

application, and there should be no longer

delay.
elected, many complaints regardiog the
Boogardie battery had been lodged with
the Minister, and serious charges were
made against the manager of the Leanon-
ville battery. An inquiry was held; and
the gentleman appointed to take charge
of the Boogardie and Lennonville bat-
teries made a ¢reditable record, for when
he took them over they were in a shock-
ing state, but few complaints had since
been made, mining conditions having
generally improved in the localities. The
Boogardie battery was one of the best
conducted in the State, the returns being
much more satisfactory than at any prior
time. To many matters, however, the
manager was unable to attend. The ores
were |low-grade, and the extraction more
difficult than in other localities; hence
the values were not so high over the
plate as in the cyanide treatment. To
ascertain the real values the Minister
should publish the cyanide results when
publishing results of montbly ¢crushings.
Probably no locality had greater possi-
bilities than Boogardie, where the bodies
of ore, though mostly low-grade, were
large, some of the mines showing good
profits. The sands treatment was not

When he (Mr. Troy) was first

screened aud broken up, the sands were
hetter able to absorb the solution than in
the continuous process.

[2 am., Wed.]

Me. TROY {continuing): These were
serious matters. It would cost more to
return to the old prucess, but as we
charged 10s. a ton for craniding it was
only fair the prospectors should get the
best possible treatment. At Boogardie
the Minister could wake the changes
asked for. Another matter that bad
eaused dissatisfaction was in connection
with the usswy value of sands. Disputes
arose between the Government and the
prospectors. To provide against that,
sealed samples of the sands should be
tuken. At Lennouville and Boogardie
the gold was not paid for at its fine
vilue. The gold was worth X4 4s. 114,
fine value, but the prospector was only
paid £4. In getting 75 per cent. from
the sands, when the 4s. 114. was de-
ducted the prospector obtained really
not more than 69 per cent. from the
Government. The Prospectors’ Confer-
ence hud drawn attention to that matter.
The batteries had not been efficient in the

- past because in many instances they had

not been run full time. If they could be
kept going full time they conld be made
to pay at a smaller crushing rate. The
charges at Boogardie could be lowered
because 80 much stone was crushed there
and the battery was now paying. A few
¥ears ago it was not paying because it
was hulf the time idle, and when a
battery was idle the administration costs
and the pumping costs continued and
were charged against the battery. We
could not make 1he batteries a success if
they were kept running half-time. We
should give a reduction on large parcels
to keep the batteries going, and then we
could make them pay; and we should be
more liberal in connection with measure-
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ment. Then we would do better with
the system. Attention was drawn in the
report of the Batteries Inquiry Board
to the uncleanly coundition of batteries.
‘When Mr. Alloin, the present manager at
Boogardie, took over the Boogardie
battery it was in a very unclean and
battered state, and the buttery was fairly
a rattle-trap, but Mr. Allom put it io
order and the plant was now up to date.
If we got gentlemen of that class the
systen would be paying better., We
should divide the State into Dbattery
districts, and one manager in each dis-
trict should be appointed a travelling
inspector and pay quarterly visits to the
other batteries in his district. We
would thus oblain more eficiency. There
"had not been efficient inspection in the
past. Too mnuck was left to the battery
manager, so that he became careless. At
Black Range a prospector had been
robbed by the department. The manager
had too much to do. Black Range was
80 far from railway communication that
when repairs were necessary the battery
was idle, and the manager had a good
deal to worry abount and could not pay
attention to the battery which. in better
circumstances he could do. At oune time
7,000 tons of srone were at grass waiting
crushing. There were tributors auxious
to realise on their stone and leave the
district, and they pushed the manager to
get their stone crushed. The result was
that the manager rushed free milling
stone throngh, and in the tailings
there were 2ozs. 6 grains per tom.
The prospector was only paid 75 per
cenf. on the assay of the sands, and con-
sequently lost a considerable quantity of
gold. A prospector hud 104 sons erushed,
and because he could not get his sands
treated by the Government he sent them
to a private individual who had put up -
a small cyanide plant. A good deal ofe
the sands were treated by this individual,

In the meantime the Government erected
a cyanide plant, and the prospector then
transferred his cyanide work to the Gov-
ernment plant. The person to whow he
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bad too much to do. Tn connection with
the slimes, there was no reason why in
locality like Boogardie und Black Range
the Government should nol evect o
slimes plant. There were sufficient slimnes
to warrant the erection of a plans, and if
the Minister did not consider the erection
of a plant necessary the slimes wight be
broken up and mized with the sands, so
that the prospectors would obtain some
of the gold in the slimes.  In connection
with the many public batteries, the offices
were ill-equipped, and as a result the
officers did not give that satisfaction in
waking assays they otherwise would. A
dispute occurred at Lennocuville and
Boogardie as to the assay of slimes. A
private firtn gave fully four or five dwis,
higher than the Government assayer,
and on & new assay being wmade by
the Government official a different re-
sult was obtained. The wachine for
weighing was not up to date at the
Government assay office, and while
that obtuined, the prospectors would
not be satisfied with Govermuent assays,
The Minister should supply good appli-
ances so that assays would not be dis-
puted in the future. At the prospectors’
conference the question of portuble bat-
teries was discussed, and he believed the
Minister had tried one at Coolgardie.
The portable batteries, he helieved, had
not been a success in some localities, but
they would open up a locality and prove
whether a small permanent battery should
be erecied or not.

Tae MixisTer said he intended tryving
portable batteries.

Mz. TROY : At Paynesville many of

. the mines had been discarded, but latterly

nine leases had been takev up, and there
the prospectors were raising good stone
from the leases; but they had to cart
their stone 40 miles to the Boogardie
battery. A portable battery might prove

" whether a permanent battery would be

had first given the sands and who had .

entered into an agreement with the pro-

spector, sued him and obtained a verdict -

for £184 5s. 10d. That was due to the
maladministration of the buttery at Black
Range. He did not say that it was due
to the manager altogether, because he

.

successful. At another locality called
Youanme, in the Lake Barlee country,
there wag great difficulty in getting fresh
water, und it had to be obtained by cart-
ing 40 miles. A vpumber of prospectors
had gono to this place und taken up u
lease, and they had to cart their stone 40
wiles to Boogardie; but as the stone re-
turned 4ozs., it paid. There was ne
encouragement fur prospectors to go wut
there, because all stone would not yield
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dozs. Tf a small battery were erected
there it would encournge prospectors to
go out, und if the country were prospected
it would open up 4 mining belt like that
existing al Black Rangeand further north.
The Minister was not at all fair to the
present Superintendent of State Batteries
if he intended to displace biwn from his
present  position, without giving him a
trial. When he (3r. Troy) came to
Perth he was a little prejudiced against
that officer, Lecuuse he heard he was
responsible for 2l the maladministration
in the Mines Department. But his
experience had taught him that this
ofticer wus not to DLlame for the mal-
administration, but very often he was
accused of maladministration and blame
wag placed on hLis shoulders which in
many instances should rest on the
Minister and in many cases on the other
administrative officers. This  report
excused that gentleman from almaost any
blame in connection with the maladminis-
tration.
vpportunity to carry on the administration
of the department in a manner desired
by the country. It appeared the officer
had been humbugged and harassed hy

other officers and the Minister, and that

he was too pliant a tool, and the mal-
admnnistration at present existing had
resulted. That man had not been guilty

of all that had been suid agaiust him.

Against his own judgment he had been
compelled to do certain work. The
report said that outside the public
officers of the depurtment had in different
degrees sigoally failed in their duty to
the superintendent. In other words
they did not advise the superintendent
correctly. We were assured that this

public battery system could mnever be

carried out successfully under its present
management because the superinten-
dent did not have a sufficient staff. The
board said that the
required a staff consisting of the chief
executive officer, chief executive officer’s
clerk, engineer and designer, metal-
lurgist, chief mechanical draftsman,
assistant mechanical draftsman, chief
acceuntant, and eight in the office
staff.
had about two clerks, yet he was expected
to carry out this department satisfactorily.
It was quite impossible for any man lo
do ii.

(13 Novexner, 1906.]

It pointed out that he had no |

superintendent.

The superintendent in Perth oniy -

Besides the stuff referred to, the |
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board recommended that there should he
an cutside office at Kalgoorlie, where thera
should be a working erecting euogineer, a
chief inspector, an assistant inspector,
and u clerk. TUltimately the report said
the blame rested on the executive officer,
but that had been due to the fact that
Ministerial influence had been brought
to bear, und he could not do anythmg
except by the mandates of his Minister;
yet the Minister talked about displacing
him because that man had faled in
doingr what the country expected of
him, and hecause he lent too willing an
ear to the advice of his Minister.

. The report continued that the head office

work in Perth appeared to have required

. the whole attention of the chief executive

officer, who was therefore prevented from
visiting the plants he controlled, the out-
side administration being left to look
after itself. How could the superinten-
dent check the work of his inspectors,
who were said to have misled him?
The unsatisfactory work wus no fault of
his. The report farther stated that the
appeintment of the superintendent was
rendered somewhat inoperative by reason
of directions and counter-directions issued
by successive administrations, temporary
expedients being adopted without re-
ference to the development of a fixed
policy, and that this appeared to have
been a feature of the so-talled systemn.
This was in fact a mere devil-may-care

, contrivance first introduced as an experi-

ment and graduwally enlarged. The
board stated they found it on record that
the Minister, the Under Secretary for
Mines, and outside correspondents all
brought influence to bear on the super-
intendent, who should have held his
position unaffected by any such indis-
criminate advice, he being too pliant to
the pressure put upon him, having to do
a8 he was told.

TrE MinisTER: Give the date of the
minute.

Mr. TROY: No matter what Minister -
was at faunlt, the system was badly con-
ducted from the start. If placed in like
circumstances to the Uommissioner of
Railways, the superintendent could have
used bis own judgment insiead of being
obliged to act against his will. The
report exonerated him from personal
responsibility. Aoy jurs would find him
not guilty. Let the Minister give the
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man s chance to prove his fitness for the
position, and if he failed to prove fit let
him make room for anuther.  The super-
intendent had five or six years' experience
of the department, and knew its weak
points; bence he should be better quali-
fied than an outsider.

Mr. HOLMAN : The Minister made
much of the loss on public hatteries in
1904, but forgot to stale that he
administered the batteries for seven or
eight months of that year ; hence two-
thirds of the responsibility rested on him.
‘The Minister should not quote that list
as being derogatory to the Labour
Ministers. This year, for the first time
for a long time we were to cease spend-
ing revenne on the erection of State
batteries; but he would rather see a
deficiency in our revenue than any depar-
ture from the system that hud obtuined
during the past few years.

Mze. JOHNSON : There wus auother
matter in connection with the circular
issued und previously referred to. The
present Minister wrote a minute asking
how it was that, although instructions
were given to forward the circular to the
various associations on the 17th, no action
was taken unfil the 26th Auguat, and
whether it was due to neglect or according
to instructions. The Minister now in-
sinuated that the officers were to Dblame,
but forgot to mention that a satisfactory
explanation was given. The Superin-
tendent of State Batteries wrote to the
following effect: He had not seen the
jacket until the morning of the 28rd
August, and being aware that a change
of Ministers was taking place, doubted
the wisdom of issuing it without re-
ference to the incoming Minister; so he
prepared a rough draft showing the alter-
ations to the circular to be sent to all
places where a battery was situated and
not to the general secretary of the Lease-
holders and Prospectors' Association,
which was pinned into the jacket and

" awaited typing in ithe ordinary course of
the typist work, but it had since been
removed by someone, and he understood
that when it reached the Minister no
action was taken, and the next he heard
was that the circular was not to go
out. Clearly if the Minister desired
to put the blame on the superintendent
there was no blame attachable. In-
structions were given on the 17th to

[ASSEMBLY ]

|

+

Mines, Batteries.

the Secretary for Mines. That officer
could nut dewl withh the malter imme-

. diately, and it was not until the 23rd that

the superintendent received the instrue-
tions; but us on the previous day the
Labour Government had sent in 1iheir
resignations, the superintendent felt that
there was a possibility that the incoming
Minister would not agree to it and held
it over, and the Minister stopped the
issue of the circular. Yet the Minister told
the people at Kookynie that be did not
stop it. Probably the Minister hud a
lapse of memory. The Minister re-
peatedly made incorrect statements. We
could not understand a Minister dving
that, knowing that the statements were in-
correct. TheMinister had said that rebates
were given in one direction aund refused
in another, vet we found the Minister
writing to the Superintendent of State
Batteries asking in a long minute ** Please
give a list of rebate charges at the
various batteries in the laat four months,
where made and to whom, and please
give instances when applications for
rebates during the same period were
refused.” The Superintendent of State
Batteries replied,. I have not been able
to trace any refusal to a request cutside
the numerous applications to participate
in the 25 per cent. on large parcels.”
The files showed where upplications had
been granted, but the superintendent
could not trace where any refusal had
been made. Yet the Minister said that
the Labour (fovernment refused a rebate
to certain persons and granted it to
others, and the Minister made the same
gtutement to-night.

Tue MivisTeR: Yes.

Me. JOHNSON: Either the Minister
or the Superintendent of State Dattevies
was absolutely incotrect. Having bad
experience of both parties he was inclined
to believe the statement of the Superin-
tendent of State Batteries.

Item—=Superintendent, £450 :

Mg. HOLMAN: Was it the intention
of the Minister to deal with the duties of
the Superintendent of State Batteries ?

Tue MINISTER: The department
had grown beyond the capucity of the
officer. He did not intend to do any-
thing in a hurry. The whole matter
would bhave to be gone into carefully.
Someone would have to be appointed
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with wide experience and a knowledge of
mwetallurgy as head of the depurtment.
That would mean that the present officer
would bave to take a secondary position
in the department. He hoped something
would be done without inflicting any
injury on the present superintendent ; but
there must be a change.

Mr. HOLMAN: Had a fair oppor-
tunity been given to the present officer to
improve his system? He maintained
not. No officer should be interfered
with until he had had an opportunity of
proving the value of his services to the
State, and the report of the Battery
Board had proved that this officer had
been hampered in carrying out his
dutivs. Tf force of circumstances com-
pelled the acceptance by this officer of a
secondary position, it was to be hoped hisg
salary would not be reduced.

Mg, JOHNSON: From the state-
ment of the Minister, it appeared that
this officer was to be made the scapegoat
for the maladministration of the battery
system in the past. It was grossly un-
fair, and a miserable action to take. We
had a board appointed by the Minister to
go into this question, and the board said
there was nothing wrong with the officer,
except that he had been guilty of certain
indiscretions ; but they esonerated him
from that because he was simply carrying
out the instructions of the Under
Secretary and the Minister. Yet the
Minister stated he intended to disrate the
officer. We could not tolerate anything
of that kind. The report said that this
officer was a good officer, and would be
better if it had not been for political
influence. This was a state of affairs
we could not allow to pass with-
out protest. Tt was the miserable action .
of the Minister, and he was a miserable
man 1o take such action.

Tue CHAIRMAN : The han. member
should pot continue in tbat strain.

Mr. JOHNSON : Perhaps one used
words which oue was not justified in
using in the Assembly, but how counld
one keep his feelings on a matter of this |
kind? The Minister, in spite of the ,
recommendations of the board, intended
to disrate the officer so that the Minister -
could get ont of the position he had got |
into. If satisfaction was not obtained
inside the House, it would have to be
obtained outside. The officer should not |
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be made to suffer because of the incomn-
petence of a Minister of the Crown.

Mr. BATH: When discussing other
Estimates he had occasion to refer to the
fact that the Treasurer and Minister for
Education silently acquiesced io the
humiliation of his own followers and sup-
porters in connection with the amended
education regulations, and the withdrawal
of them. We had an exemplification of
a similar line of action in regard to
this officer. If this officer was wade the
victim of the misdeeds of the WMinister,
it would stand to the eternal disgrace of
the Goverument.

Mz, HOLMAN : It was unfair to this
officer that this vote should go without
some explanation from the Minister as to
what was to Dbe dome. The Minister
should not use his position to get rid of
an officer and perhaps appoint one of his
personal friends instead.

Tue Premier: Was the member in
order in saying that the Minister in-
tended to appoint one of his friends ?

Mr. HOLMAN did oot say so. He
said perbaps it was the jutention of the
Minister to appoint one of his personal
friends to this position. We had too
many underhand appointments made this
year already. This was a most despic-
able action on the part of a Minister to
throw the responsibility on an officer when
he was not justified in taking that respon-
sibility. All men would make mistakes.
In the Mines Department the State bat-
teries were open to a great many mis-
tukes. It would not have been anything
against the Minister if he had admitted
making a mistake simply because he did
not thoroughly understand the position
he occupied. One would like a statement
froin the Minister himself that this officer
would not be unjustly dealt with.

(3 am., Wed.]

Mr. SCADDAN : The act of injustice
to a public servant proposed to be meted
out by the present Minister was in his
opinion unparalleled in the history of the
State. The Minister said the appoint-
ment would not be a polifical one; but

. from the attitude adopted by the hon.

gentleman in making a political dismnissal,
the possibilities were that the appoint-
ment would be a political one. In view of
that fact he hoped the members of the
Cabinet and the Premier in particular,
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for whom he had every respect and much
esteewa, would not allow any public ger-
vant to be treated in the manner proposed
by the Minister for Mines. Tt was a dis-
graceful thing that the Minigter should
calmly make a statement that he intended
to put the whole responsibility upen a
public servant such us the Superinten-
dent of State Batteries.

M=z. TROY : The reportclearly pointed
out that the superintendent could not
have acted otherwise than he did, owing
to the fact that he was influenced by the
Minister, and also by the Secretary for
Mines. The superiutendent was in-
fluenced against his own judgment by
the Minister and other officers in carry-
ing on the administration of the depart-
ment. A great injustice had been done
to this officer, who in his opinion had
not been guilty of maladministration.
He had been made a scapegoat. If the
Minister and the superintendent were
both placed on their triul regarding
the administration of the public batteries
and this report was to be the only evi-
dence used against them, the Minister
would be found guilty of maladministra-
tion in a greater degree than would
the Superintendent of State Batteries.
If the Ministry weted out an injustice to
any man it would surely come home to
them, He hoped members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House would urge
upon the Government the necessity of at
least giving this man a show so that he
might be able to prove whether he bad
been guilty or not.

Mr. HOLMAN: The Minister had
told us that it was Ins intention to make
some appointment to this position and
disrate the man at present cccupying the
post. That, in face of the report we had
from the Battery Board, showed beyond
a doubt that the Minisier had some
motive abead, and that he intended to
reward some person by making an ap-
pointment and at the same time imnflict an
10justice upon an officer who had not had
an opportunity in the past. In regard
to the erection of a cyanide plant at
Meekatharra, the Minister would only
authorise a certain amount of money to
be expended, and that money was prac-
tically thrownaway, because at present the
cyunide plant there was absolutely useless.
Appendix I, stated that the Minister hav-
ing given instructions for a cyanide plant
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costing not more than £200 to be erected
at Meekatharra, the superistendent re-
commended certaiu leaching vats, filter
beds, etcetera.

Tee CHATRMAN: What had this to
do with the item * Superintendent” ?

Mr. HOLMAN: This was & veport by
the saperintendent, who would be un-
justly treated if disrated.

Mr. HOLMAN moved that progress
be reported.
Motion put and negatived,

Mz, HOLMAN: Had the Minister
acted on the superintendent’s minute.
hundreds of pounds wounld bave been
saved; yet the superintendent was to be
made a scapegoat for the Minister’s mis-
management. The superintendent, refer-
ing to cyaniding at Southern Cross

Tae CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was evidently wasting the time of the
Committee.

Mr. Hooman denied the statement.
This matter bad not previously been
before the Comwittee,

Tae CHAIRMAN: Did the hon.
member move that the ruling be dis-
agreed with?

Mr. HoLmax wus speaking on a pertin-
ent question.

Tae CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must take his seat.

Mg. HorLmaw: The ruling was most
unfair.

Tag CHAIRMAN: Did
member dispute the ruling ?

Me. HoLman: It was useless to dis-
pute anything. He would not dispute it
with the crowd on the opposite side. It
was a totally unfair crowd; absolutely
rotten,

Me. JOHNSON: The Minister had
indicated his intention to do what the
Opyosition ¢onsidered an injustice to the
Superintendent of Batteries. As the
officer could not defend himself, members
should be allowed to defend him. Tt was
a miserable action, and unprecedented in
this House, for a Minister to attack an
officer of his own department. Other
Ministers had always beeu ready to defend
their officers, even if these were abviously
wroog, the officers being unable to defend
themselves. Surely in these circurstances
sone latitude must be allowed to defend
an officer now asleep and unaware that

the hon.
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the Minister intended shortly to deprive
him of bread and butter.

Tae CHAIRMAN: The follest lati-
tude had been given.

Me. Hoposran: No latitude whatever.

Tae CHATRMAN : If the hou. mem-
ber proposed to read long documents, he
eould not beallowed to proceed.

Me. JOHNSON: If he were not
allowed to defend this officer, one final
appeal must be made on behall of the
wife and family.

Twe CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
was quite in order. The reference was to
the preceding speaker.

Me. JOHNSON was deeply moved
when he found the Minister shelving
responsibility on an officer not here to
defeud himself. that officer being he
believed appointed by the present Minis.
ter to the position of Superintendent of
State Batteries, and being obliged to
introduce the present system. If the
officer had lLieen free from peolitical influ-
ence, the influence of the Under Secre-
tary for Mines, and Ministerinl interfer-
ence, the State batteries would not be in
their present position, which was neither
satisfactory to ihe Minister nor to cus-
tomers. The Batteries Inguniry Board,
chosen by the Minister, investigated
the question and upheld the super-
inteudent. Notwithstanding, the Minis.
ter would make that officer the cul-
prit to cover the Minister's misdeeds.
The board recommended that the super-
intendent was bhampered by political in-
fluence and that he badl mabagers under
him appointed by the Minister and not
uccording to his own desires. The prescnt
staff was not sufficient to cope with the
great work of the department. On page
18 of the report the board stated that
in their opinion the work to be under-
taken by the clerical officers required the
work to be performed by a comnmissioner.

Tue CHAIRMAN : That had already
leen read.

Mr. JOHNSON: Was it ruled that
members could not defend this particalar
vote ¥

Tee CHAIRMAN: The hon. mem.
bar wae not in order in reading a report
that lad already Dbeen read during
debate.

Me. JOHNSON: It could not be said
that members were wasting time in quot-
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ing a report which had oanly been laid on
the table te-night. The board recom-
mended a chief executive officer at £600,
whereas the Superintendent of State
Batteries now received £450, "The board
recommended a chief executive clerk,
£225; an engineer and designer, £500;
ametallurgist, £500 —the Minister wanted
to get rid of the present superintendent
because he was not a metallurgist-—also
a chief mechanical draftsman £300,
with assistant £180, and a chief account-
ant at £300; also eight officers at
£1,200; making in all £3805, whereas
the Estimales provided .£765. If the
Minister disrated the superintendent he
woald be doing an injustice to the officer
and to the ofticer’s wite and family. The
board said the Minister was the
culprit, but the DMinister was try-
ing to make this unfortunate officer
the culprit. It was deplorable that it
should be left to the Opposition to
protect this officer. It was no credit to
the Minister, and it was far less credit to
the members who sat on the Ministerial
cross-benches,  They alone could in-
fluence the Minister, and they should
raise their voices to protect this officer or,
if they bud no sympathy with the officer,
to protect his wite and family.

Mr. HORAN: It was only fair that
he should add his bumble testimony to
the work done by the Superintendent of
State Batteries. He hoped no drastic
course would be taken with regard
to that officer, not having bad the
slightest occasion to differ from him
in the conduct of the State battories.
This officer had been hampered toa great
extent by redtapeism, unintentionally as
far as the Minister was concerned. If
the recommendations of the officer had
been given effect to, much benefit would
have resulted. But other persons unfor-
tunately had prevented that officer from
carrving out his desires, and now his
actions had been condemned. The
Minister wisely suggested the formation
of a board to deal with forfeiture cases
and other complicated questions that
occasionally required an experienced
lawyer rather than a mining expert to
deal with. The Minister might see his
way to separate his department in such
mauner as to effect better servier to the
country. If anvthing could be said
against this officer, officiully or personally,
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he would be the last to endorse such an
expression of opinion.

Mer. COLLIER moved that progress
be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result . —

Avyes Lo 1
Noes o 17
Majority against ... 6
AYES. Nozs.
Mr. Bath Br. Brown
Mr. Collier Mr. Cowcher
Mr. Daglish Mr, Davies
Mr. Holman Mr. Eddy
Mr. Hornn Mr. Ewing
Mr. Jobnson Mr. Gordon
Mr, Seaddan Mr. Gregory
Mr. Tro; Mr. Hardwick
Mr, Und";arwoad Mr. Male
Mr. Ware Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Heitmanun (Teller). B3r. N, J. Maoore
Mr. Price
Mr. Smith
Mr. Stons
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr, F, Wilsen
Myr. Layman (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Item—Temporary labour, including
wages of managers, efc., £53,400;

Mr. SCADDAN: What additional
officers was it intended to appoint, and
would the salaries be dedneted from this
amount or was provision wmade for the
salaries of such officers ?

Tee MINISTER: If no money was
available the amount could be taken from
this sum. He had refrained as far as
possible from dealing with the arguments

" submitted by members. He had pointed
out that the work of the department had
grown beyond the capacity and capability
of the superintendent.

Tee CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
could not refer to the superintendent.

Trr MINISTER: If necessary to
make an appoinument, the officer would
be paid out of this amount.

Mr. HOLMAN: What steps had been
taken in connection with the complaints
regarding several battery inanagersduring
the past 12 months? In some cases
managers had fuiled to give satisfaction,
and the reports made by the inspectors
had proved beyond doubt that grave dis-
satisfaction existed, for 34 out of 36 pro.
spectors crushing at public batteries had
made complaints about their treatment.
Some consideration should be shown to
those who used our public batteries and
every assistance given to the prospector,
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He asked for a returo a month or two
ago in regard to gold recovered from
products, und it showed that about 15 or
16 hatteries returned a value of between
£3,000 and £4,000. Some returned no
gold at all. The expenditure on salaries
in the State Batteries Department last
year was £52,960, and this year it was
put at £53,400, or an increase of £440,
There would be at least one additional
battery, and a large amount of expendi-
ture would have to take place there.
That battery would be employed in all
probability this year. He supposed there
would be eight or nine employees, and it
would mean an expenditure of from
£1,500 to £2,000 a year. He would like
to know what economies the Minister
expected to effect on last year's vote,
which would allow him to spend so much
extra mouey in this direction.

Tur MINISTER: In regard to the
specitic mutter mentioned by the hon.
member, one could nof go so far as to
demand the resignation of the manager.
If the hon. member would call, he could
see the report. ,One could not make
public a report dealing with the character
of a manager, and would not go so far as
to give the hon member a copy. [Mz.
Horman: The hon. gentleman promised
a copy.] He had it even suppressed
from the battery report, because if it
were published the department might
easily get into trouble.

Mr. Hormaw: The intention was to
make a change, was it not ?

Tee MINISTER: We might, he
thought, do that. The report did mot
show the officer to be a bud manager.
If there was a little friction we should
do well to consider the advisability of
placing him somewhere else. At the
time there was no opportunity of doing
that. Moreover just at the time the
Battery Board were making inquiries in
regard to charges against various mana-
gers, he did not wish to make a change
until the charges had been to some extent
investigated. If we found that the
manager might be deing good work but
might have made bad friends through
want of tact or something, we could fix
up the case.

Mr. Horuax: The case was tried in
court.

Tue MINISTER would be only too
pleased to let the hon. member see the



Estimates :

report, nnd the hon. member would then
see that the action taken by him (the
Minister) was quite justified.

Mz. H. BROWN moved—
That the Comnittee do now divide.

Motion put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves 16
Noes 11
Majority for ... e D
AYES. Nozs.

Mr. Brown Mr. Bath

Mr, Cowcher Myr. Collier

Me. Davies Mr. Daglish

Mr. Eddy Mr. Heitmann

Mr. Ewing Mr. Holman

Mr. Gordon Mr, Horan

Nr. Gregory Mr. Jobnson

‘Mr. Loyman Mr, Seaddon

Mr. Male Mr. Underwood

Mr. Mitchell Mr. Ware

Me, N. J, Moore Mr. Troy (Teller).

Mr, Price

Mr. Smith

Mr. A. J. Wilson

Mr. F. Wilgon

Mr. Hardwick (Teller).

Motion thus passed.
Question stated.

A8 TO PEOPOIING REDUCTIONS.

Mr. JOENSON: We were discussing
item three.

Tue CHAIRMAN: There was no ques-
tion put with regard to itews.
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House he would not farther discuss the
matter.

Mr. JOHNSON : This branch of the
department deserved encouragement, for

' to it was due the success of Black Range

- —-— =

Mr. JOHNSON: Suppose he bad -

moved that the item be reduced by £1,and
it. was resolved that the Committee do now
divide, would not his amendment be put?
Tre CHATRMAN : Yes.
Mr. JOHNSON: Afier this we must
move that every item be reduced.

Vote put, and passed on the voices.

Vote-—Mines Water Supply, £16,328:;

Mr. TROY regretted that the vote
should be reduced by £2,000 as compared
with last year’s, tbough hundreds of dis-
tricts required water.

Tae MinistER: The decrense was in
wages only.

Mz. TROY: Then fewer men would
be employed in sinking wells and dams,
Meekatharra, Lennonville, Black Range,
and Higginsville were languishing for
want of water. In the regreftable ab.
sence of Government supporters from the

. complaints.

and all developments within a hundred-
mile radius of that cenire during the
régime of the Labour Government. The

i vote should be increased. Had the Works

and Mines departments arranged to place
within the control of this branch the
stock routes within the yoldfields area?

"When Minister for Mines he (Mr. John-

son} endeavoured to arrange this.

TeE MinistEr For Mings: The stock
routes were now controlled by the Mines

“Water Supply, under the Engineer.in-

Chiet.

Mz. JOHNSON was glad be had sue-
ceeded in hringing that about. At any
rate he congratulated the Minister for
having followed the lead.

[4 a.m., Wed.]

Tur MINISTER: Apparently mem-
bers had mnot carefully considered the
Estimates. The reduction was in regard
to the condenser at Nerseman. Now,
instead of condgnsing water for the people
at Norseman, we supplied them with fresh
water from dams.

Mr. HOLMAN: We should maintain
the wells in the back country better than
they had been looked after in the past.
He had often reported to Ministers cases
of neglect, but steps were taken to put
the wella in proper repair whenever he
wade a report to the department. It
should oot be left to an outsider to make
Wells should be covered so
that kangaroos and other animals could
not fall into them and =spoil the water.
He had made application for wells, but
there was no provision on the Estimates
for them. He hoped that when the loan
proposals were brought down his re-
quests would not be forgotten.

Me. HORAN: Good work was done
in tbe North-West by this department,
but buckets were frequently found
damaged and windlasses out of order.
It would be better to follow the suggestion
of the late member for Pilbarra, Mr.
Isdell, and erect windmills on these wells
to work automutically. '

Vote put and passed.
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Vote—Purchase and treatment of copper
ore, £1,150:

Tue MINISTER: A small amount of
this vote was in liquidation of outstand-
ing accounts, but the greater portion of
it was spent in having a valuation made.
There were a few small debts in regard to
the cost of the smelter, some accounts not
baving been paid before the last finan-
cial year expired. There was alsv
the manager's salary and his expenses to
Perth. There were no other liabilities
in coanection with this matter. The
whole thing was now entirely ended. In
eonuection with the purchase of vre the
total sum payable to the department in
connection with returns from the ore and
the sale of the smelter was £18,126 3s.
8d.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Mining School, £4,785 :

Mze. TROY : Had the Governmentany
intention of establishing a school of
mines on the Murchison where students
could get the usual mining education ¥

Tue MINISTER: No; but he would
urge the bhon. member to push forward
an application to have au technical school
established on the field and to get the
nucleus of a museum. He (the Minister)
would do all in his power to assist the
hon. member. We should try to make
the Kalgoorlie School of Mines the
premier School of Mines in Australia,
but we should not confine the facilities
for mining education to the Bastern
Goldfields.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Eaxplosives
£4,050:

Mxr. HEITMANN : The Chief Inspac-
tor of Explosives did not visit the
Murchison.

Tare MINISTER : This officer had an
important position to oceupy.

Mz, Bara: And was a good officer.

Tae MINISTER: We could well
afford to give a higher salary than £450,
The department was carefully managed.
No fanlt could be found with the ad-
ministration of the department.

Mr. HOLMAN : This officer bad lent
considerable assistance to insurance comn-
panies who were engaged in a recent
action at law. Was the State re-

and  Analylical,
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munerated by the insurance compunies
for the services of the Government
Analyst ?

Tee MINISTER : Information would
be obtained. Most decidedly the insur-
ance companies should pay.

Vote put and passed.

Vote— Inapection of Machinery, £7,245:

Ttemm—Chief Imspector of Machinery
and Chairman of Board of FExaminers,
£450 :

Mr. SCADDAN: There would be
opportunity to discuss this department
when members were considering the
report of the select committee on the
Gwaulia boiler explosion. He hoped that
would be at an early date. The Minister
must be congratulated on having at this
late hour carried out some of the reforms
suggested last year by him (Mr. Seaddan)
in connection with curtailing some of the
expenses in the head office. The Chief
Inspector had now been turned out of
his large office, where he was situated
more comforiably than any Minister of
the Crown, and compelled to occupy the
smaller room previously occupied by his
staff. The Chief Inspector had been
granted five months’ leave of absence,
apparently special leave. Was the officer
entitled to leave of absence in the ordi-
nary course?

Trr MINISTER : Leare must have
been approved by the Public Service
Commissioner, and probably because a
long record of service warranted it. The
matter would be inquired into to see
how the leave was obtained. Tt must
have been obtained through the Public
Service Commissioner ; otherwise it
wm;ld have come before him (the Minis-
ter).

Me. Herrmasy: Who would act as
Chief Inspector?

Tee MINISTER : Inspector Gill.

Mr. SCADDAN : The latest appoint-
ment to the depurtment. It was doubt-
ful whether the Chief Tnspector was
entitled to extemsive leave. It seemed
peculiar that when a select committee
was inquirivg into the department the
ofticer should make application for ex-
tensive leave. Tt was unwise to grant it.

Tue MinisTeEr : Leave was applied for
before the select committee was ap-
pointed.
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Mr. SCADDAN : It would have been
hetter had the Chief Inspector postponed
his holiday until the report of the select
committee was considered by the House
and by the Minister. Mr.
appointed acting-Chief Inspector over
the heads of old and faithful servants ;
for instance the inspector at Kalgoorlie,
Mr. Latimer, who was highly spoken of
by the Minister. Last year we had
increased Mr. Latimer’s salary because
the Minister was anxious to place the
Kalgoorlie inspector on a higher grade
than the others. Mr. Latimer should
naturally have secured the appointment.
There appeared to be favoritism in the
appoititinent of My, Gill.”

Tue MINISTER: Mr. Latimer was
not brought down to Perth because it was
felt that he conld not he spared from the
goldfields. Mr. Gill was an officer whom
he had only met within the last fortnight.
He was appointed by Mr. Hastie, when
Minister, at £360.
appointment made with a view of getting
a special officer. Mr. Gill was afterwards
reduced to £280. The Chief Inspector
recommended Mr. Gill as being, ontside
Mr. Latimer, the mosteflicient irspector to
take charge of the department during his
absence.

Mz. HEITMANN: Theselect committee
appointed to inguire into the boiler ex-
plosion at. Gwalia had pointed out that
there was a laxity in the inspection of
boilers in the past. If the chief inspector

Gill was ¢
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* there was a great difference.

e e

It was a special

devoted more time to seeing that his -

officers carrvied out their duties, it would
be preferable to sitting in his office and
examining candidates for certificates.
was too much to pay £450 to this officer
to waste his time in examining a few
candidates for engine-drivers’ certificates.

[4-30 a.m., Wednesday.]

Me. HORAN: The Minister should
satisfy himself that this officer was fully
qualified for the position. Tt would be
advantageous to the department if some-
one were instriucted to examine the iu-
spector himself and find out if he knew
what he was trying to inculcate in other
people, and what he expected thewm to
understand. When he (Mr. Horan) was
at Pilbarra, he saw at Barkan, on a mine,
disreputable boilers badly conducted,
and the machinery was recklessly con.
trolled.

It

When he came back to Perth, | later on.
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i he found that this machinery wasexempt

from the operation of the Act. No
regulations hud been guzetted including
the Pilbarra district. He asked the
Minister to include that district and to
appoint an inspector or two to do what
they could in that district. A wan's life
was just as valuable in Pilbarra as in the
centres of population.

Ttem —Inspectors, £2,883 :

Mr. HEITMANN : lu comparing the
saluries of the inspectors of boilers and
muachinery with the inspectors of mines,
Seeing
that we had as inspectors of macbinery
men who had passed examinations and
hud served their time at trades, the
salary wastoo small. Not only were the
inspectors of machinery paid less than
the mining inspectors, but their daily
allowance was a good deal less, The
officers should be paid at least equal
saluries.

Me. SCADDAN: While not saying
that these inspectors were receiving
suflicient salary, he did not agree that
the inspeclors under the Machinery Act
had as much responsibility as the
inspectors of mines. If u miues inspector
had only to inspect a cage in which three
thousand men were carried every day, he
bad more responsibility than an mspector
of machinery had. There was no con-
parison between the two positions. There
seemed to be anowalies in the way in
which the officers’ salaries were regulated.
Some officers who had been long in the
service were assistant inspectors while
those taken on recently were called
inspectors, yet the assistant inspectors
were receiving a larger salary than the
inspectors were. Since the last Esti-
mates were passed, the Inspection of
Machinery department bad taken over
the inspection work of the Harbours and
Light department. He believed there
wag a considerable amount of frietion
caused between the inspector of harbours
and light department and the chief
inspector of machinery. Mr. Ramage
objected to coming under an officer who,
he contended, was not fitted for the
position be held and not fitted to super-
vise his work. The chief inspector of
machinery desired to extend his powers
with the object of extending his salary
The department giined nothing
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by extending their supervision over the
harbours and light, department, and he
believed this inspector had no power
whatever. The harbour department
eontrolled the work although the mmspector
of machinery carvied out the inspections,
This department seemed to he getting
outside the control of the Mines Depart-
ment. At one time it only inspected
the machinery on mines; now its
jurisdiction was extended and the
department was not sufficiently under
the control of the Mines Department.
It might be wise to find another depart-
ment in which the inspectors could be
controlled. He believed an injustice had
been done to Mr. Ramage.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: If
aby other Minister would take over this
departinent, he (the Minister) would be
only too glad to hand it over to him. Tt
might be wise to put the inspection of
machinery and factories under one con-
trol. This year we had taken over the
navigation work, with one inspector less
than had been the case in the past. Mr.
Ramage resigned from the navigation de-
partment and we had to make provision
for his salary for seven mouths. In the
future his work would be done by other
officers. The number of inspectors had
been increased considerably during the
past 18 months or two vears. He (the
Minister) had done his best to try and
keep down the expenses of this depart.
ment. He had agreed to an increase of
salaries to some of the officers of the Je-
partment, for he recognised that £280,
with the amount of travelling expenses,
was little enough for the inspectors. All
round there wus an earnest desire to cut
down the expenses of this department.

Item—TWxamination of engine-drivers,
inspectors, etc., £33 :

Mr. HEITMANN: Was one of the
board of examiners a permanent officer in
one of the departments and receiving in
addition to his permanent salary fees for
this work.

Tue MINISTER: Mr. Arrow was an
officer of the Mines Water Supply De-
partment, and received some small
amount, he believed, for this work. Next
year he hoped to go carefully into the
question as to whether there should be a
travelling board or not. He would like
to have a travelling board if we could

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mines, Incidentals.

afford it, but he thought the expenses
would be too great. He did not believe
in giving facilities to one portion of the
country which he could not give to
another, and he was not going to appoint
a travelling board to go to Kalgoorlie and
Meunzies, and not to Cue.

Item— Incidentals, including postage,
stationery, advertising, equipment, in-
struments, travelling, shoeing, forage,

‘printing, ete., £2,150:

Mr. HORAN: Did this amount in-
clude the cost of reserved compartments
in a railway carriage for the ohief in.
spector of machinery, Mr. Matthews ?

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES: If he
thought for a moment that the depart-
ment paid for a reserved compartment in
a railway carriage for an officer, he would
deal very promptly with that officer.
The officers received their travelling ex-
penses only.

Mr. SCADDAN: It would be in-
teresting to know what it cost the depart-
ment in travelling expenses for the Chief
Inspector during the year. This officer
was provided with an all-lines pass, but
did very little travelling. He used his
pass chiefly for travelling on the subur-
ban lines and to picnics. The Chief In-
spector accompanied, without being
asked, the Boiler Explosion Select Clow-
mittee to Gwalia. There could not be
too wuch work attached to this officer's
position if he could go about the country,

Tee MINISTER: The select com-
mittee was inquiring into something
which reflected on the department, snd
be (the Miniater) bad told the inspector
to accompany the members.

Mr. SCADDAN : The chief inspector
did not require telling; he was only too
willing to go. The select committee were
inquiriug into the administration of the
department. Did the superintendent of
Batteries accompany the battery board all
over the State? The chief inspector had
an opportunity of giving evidence before
the select committee, and he was admitted
to the meetings of the committee in Perth.
Travelling expenses in this department
amounted to a considerable sum, more
than was justified. Ministers did not
pay sufficient attention to the travelling
expenees of officers.

Me. JOHNSON: This was a branch
of the department where considerable
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economy could be effected. The inci-
dental vole was rather large for a small
department, and the work performed by
the departmment did oot justify the ex-
penditure.

Tue MiwisTER:
ernment appointed two additional in-
spectors.

Mr. JOHNSON : When leaving the
Mines Department he had pointed out to
the present Minister that there was too
much extravagance in the department.

Tre MINISTER: Mr, Gill was ap-
pointed during the term of the Labour
Ministry by Mr. Hastie, and Mr. Tickle
was an additional inspector appointed by
the same Government. These were
extra imspectors.  If officers were ap-
pointed, then provision must be made
for their travelling expenses, We had
brought down the clerical staff, and were
getting rid of Mr. Ramage, who would
not be replaced. There had been too
much redtapeisin in this department in
the past.

Mr. JOHNSON: It was true that
during the term of the Labour Govern-
ment, when Mr. Haslie was Minister for
Mines, the Inspection of Machinery Act
was passed, and owing to the passage of
that measure representution was made to
the Minister that an extra staff was
necessary to administer the Act. He
{Mr. Johnson) disagreed with it, and the
Minister knew that when leaving the
department he (Mr. Johnson) had told
him that the expenses required reducing
considerably.

Me. HORAN: Would the Minister !

give an assurance that he would take
some xclion to have the North-West
territory pgazeited a district under the
Tuspection of Machinery Act?

Tae MINISTER: The matter would‘

receive consideration, and if possible he
would gazette thut country a district
under the Inspection of Machinery Act,
provided he could throw the responsi-
bility on the owners of the nachinery to
have it properly tested, for the Govern-
ment could not afford to send an inspector
there.

QOther items agreed fo, and the vote
passed.

This completed the Mines votes.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

{14 NoveusEr, 1906.]

Dual Duties.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at two minutes to
& o'clock Wednesduy morning, until 430
in the afternoon.

The Labour Gov- .

Legistatibe Council,
Wednesday, 14th Novenber, 1906,

Piae
I Question : Clerk Assistant's Dunl Duties ...
| Bills: Mumclpul Corporntions, Com. resumed, pro-
. 2578
Land Tu Assesnment 18 to Ame,ndmenha re-
marks on n conference

Tee PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock p.m.

PrAYERs.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Coroniat. SecrETARY: Bylaws
of Port Hedland Roads Beard, watering-
pluces.

QULESTION—CLERE ASSISTANT'S DUAL
DUTILES.

Hov.J. M. DREW: T am requested
by the select commitie: appointed to con-
, stder the Land Act Amendwent Bill to
ask the Minister, without notice, whether
the Government will make arrangements
while the Legislative Council is sitting
to relieve the Clerk Assistant of his
duties as clerk of the Executive Council.
The committee has been sowmewhat
impeded in its work owing to the fact
that when the Clerk Assistant’s services
were requivred, they were called into
requisition by the Esecutive Council.
As is well known, the Clerk Assistant
is an expert parbamentars draftsman,
and his services are invaluable to a select
committee when it is necessary to make
amendments to Bills which the committee
has under its control. I trust that ihe
. Government. will take into cobsideration




